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Worship Assistants have been reading the Call to Worship and leading the Responsive Reading during Lent.  Sarah Pope, Jamie Davis and Reagan Smith assisted on the first three Sundays and will be followed the next three weeks by Peter Trible, Brittany Hodges and Angela Mozingo.
MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES ARE CONTINUING



The mid-week Lenten services sponsored by the Essex Ministerial Association are continuing each Wednesday at Tappahannock Memorial United Methodist Church.   


A light lunch is served at 11:30 a.m. and again at 12:30 with the service being held at noon.
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A new church photo directory is in the works with pictures scheduled to be taken on March 26 from 3:00 to 9:30 p.m.  Appointments have been made following worship service the past two Sundays.  If you have not made your appointment, please call Helen Ware at 443-4947 so a time can be scheduled for you.  The Membership Committee hopes to have 100% participation.
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On Sunday, March 29, there will be special music in lieu of a sermon.  Included will be a duet by Anita Harrower and Amy Childress, solo by John Childress of songs he wrote, and a chorus by the children led by Peggy Pursley.
BOXWOODS IN FRONT OF CHURCH REPLACED



Appreciation is expressed to Nelson Hillyer, Peel Dillard, Rob Waring and Allen Sutherland for removing the old boxwoods from the front of the church.  We also thank Frances Ellis for her work in planting new boxwoods.  

FROM THE PASTOR:


"Well!  Isn't that a pleasant surprise!"  When was the last time you said something like that?  Maybe it was when you received an unexpected visit or phone call.  Or a check in the mail. 


Remember the surprise that awaited the women who went to Jesus' tomb on Easter morning?  Things were not as they expected to find them, were they?  They had gone there to anoint his body with ointments and perfumes and to wrap his lifeless body in linens.  But the body was gone!  Jesus had risen!  At first, they did not understand what this meant, but in time they and the disciples understood that in his death on the cross Jesus had overcome our greatest enemies -sin and death.


This is the message of Christianity.  God has done something extraordinary!  No one expected God to take the form of a human being and die.  And, when Jesus died, it certainly didn't look much like a victory to his disciples (at first).  But once they realized what God had done, NOTHING could keep them quiet about it!  They were so happy and so excited, that they spread the news everywhere.


Are we excited about our faith?  During the Easter season we hope we can re-kindle some of that excitement.  We want people around us to see our gratitude and excitement.  Maybe they will want what we have.  Wouldn't it be great to be able to influence people toward God?  And wouldn't it be great to actually see that happen in the life of someone we know?  What a pleasant surprise that would be! 

ELDERS WILL MEET


The elders will have their quarterly meeting

on Sunday, March 29, from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.  All elders are urged to be present.

SERVING IN APRIL:
Elder:





Deane Lankford


4/5


Peel Dillard


4/9


Alex Dillard (Maundy Thursday)


4/12


Tyler Ware



4/19


Ralph Elliott



4/26


Spottswood Taliaferro

Deacons:




Ken Hammond








Garnett Hodges









Scot Katona









Marvin Sylva

Deaconess:



Emma Dunn



 
Welcome:




Nelson Hillyer
Sound System:

4/5
Laurie Wilbur








4/12
Passagaluppi








4/19
Doug Landrum








4/26
Laurie Wilbur 

In the Nursery:

4/5
Patricia Hammond








4/12
Sarah Pope








4/19
Libby Trible








4/26
Arlene Lankford
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The Community Chorus will present its Spring Concert on Sunday, May 3 at 3:00 p.m. at Beale Memorial Baptist Church.  The concert will feature songs from Disney feature films.  Dr. Wilbur will be singing with the chorus, which is  is under the direction of Rev. David McIntire, Pastor of Gibeon Baptist Church in Village.
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A 24-hour Prayer Vigil is going to be held at Rappahannock Church beginning at 6:00 p.m. on Friday April 3 and ending on Saturday, April 4 at 6:00 p.m.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the vestibule on March 22.  Please sign up for at least one hour.
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Anita Harrower will provide special music at Palm Sunday worship service.
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As a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is a beacon of light in the darkest of times.  The Easter offering supports the General Ministries of the Christian Church as together, we bring the light of Christ to dark corners of the world.



Your gifts to the Easter offering are a beacon of light.  Your gifts call us forward to be one family, a movement for wholeness.  You are invited to give generously and faithfully, as together we GO LIGHT OUR WORLD!



The Easter offering at Rappahannock will be received on April 5 and 12.  Please be generous.
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF THE EASTER SEASON

   April 9 - Maundy Thursday Candlelight Communion Service, 7:00 p.m.


  April 11 - Easter Candy Hunt, 10:00 a.m.


 April 12 - Sunrise Service at St. Margaret's School, 6:30 a.m.


 April 12 - Easter worship service.  The children will perform with their bells and a quartet will sing.
LYLE PREDMORE WILL BE DISTRICT IX MINISTER


The Rev. Lyle Predmore of Deltaville has agreed to serve as the District Minister for District 9.  This is a new ministry.  The clergy of the District proposed that someone, probably a retired minister, could improve communication among the churches of the district, as well as communication with the Regional staff by visiting each church a couple of times a year, bringing news and greetings from the Region and the other district churches.  Lyle will begin this ministry immediately.  He has agreed to serve in this capacity throughout 2009.  After that time, the District Board will evaluate the helpfulness of the program and decide whether or not it should be continued.  Each church within the district has agreed to contribute $150 to help pay for the expenses which the District Minister may incur.

OPERATION INASMUCH IS

SATURDAY, APRIL 25


The day for Operation Inasmuch is drawing near.  Operation Inasmuch is a one day "mission blitz" into Essex County by the member churches of Essex Churches Together.  On that day church folks will spread out all over the county working on projects lined up by the Operation Inasmuch Planning Team.  Project managers will be in charge of each project, but lots of volunteers are needed!



A brochure was handed out last Sunday which briefly described the kind of projects to be undertaken and giving an opportunity to sign up.  If you would like to volunteer, please complete the questionnaire in the brochure and return it to Libby Trible by March 22.     


Dr. Wilbur is again serving as Planning Team Chair.  You can help make Rappahannock Church a leader in this event and let your light shine for Christ by volunteering to be put to work on Saturday, April 25!  
Operation Inasmuch begins at 8:00 a.m. at St. Margaret's School and the follow-up celebration will be on Sunday, April 26 in the school gymnasium
Rappahannock Christian Church
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LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

CONTINUES



The Lenten Bible Study, "Unbinding Your Heart," will continue throughout Lent.  Meetings are held following worship on Sunday.  Bring a sandwich and join the group in this wonderful study.

QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING

IS APRIL 19



The quarterly business meeting will be held on Sunday, April 19.  Lunch will be served immediately after worship and the meeting will follow.  Officers for church year 2009-2110 will be elected at this meeting.

PRAYER & PRAISE WILL BE APRIL 10



Prayer & Praise will be held at The Orchard on April 10 at 7:00 p.m.  All are invited to join in this service.
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