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LENTEN SERVICES





The Essex County Ministerial Association will offer midweek Lenten services once again this year.  They will be held on Wednesdays at noon at the Tappahannock Memorial United Methodist Church beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 17.  Lunch will be served before the service, at 11:30 and again afterwards, at 12:30.

The Rev. Dr. Rick Harrison, interim minister at West Point Christian Church, will speak on Wednesday, February 24.  
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  A Bible study, based on the book, The In-Between Church, by Alice Mann will be offered by Dr. Wilbur during Lent.  This book explores how God has worked with His people as they have undergone transition in the past and how those lessons apply to us today.  Please let Dr. Wilbur know if you plan to attend the class so a book can be ordered for you.  The cost is $12.60.  
    The classes will begin on Sunday, February 28 and continue through Palm Sunday, March 28, and will be held right after morning worship.  Bring a sandwich for lunch and plan to stay for about an hour.
Planning Ahead

In the October business meeting Sarah Pope volunteered her expertise in the area of non-profit visioning and planning.  The Membership Committee was then tasked by Chairman of the Congregation Peel Dillard to work with Sarah to do some strategic planning for Growth at Rappahannock.  

Membership Committee members have been busy since then.  In addition to herself, Sarah has enlisted the expertise of Brooke Mullery, who is a consultant in the area of strategic planning.  Committee members have been challenged to look beyond simple programmatic fixes that may hold short-term appeal and to search for congregational visions and views that can lead to the blessing of spiritual and physical growth.  

Your ideas and input are important to this journey.  What do you think conforming our church to God’s desires might entail?  What would you like Rappahannock Christian Church to become?  Five or ten years from now, how would you like your church to be a better, healthier church?  What do you think is important to keep the same?  What do you think God wants from us?  

We are a Family of God.  We need each person to prayerfully consider these questions and listen openly for God’s response.  The Membership Committee and your church leadership will be looking to you for your thoughts and insights.

FROM THE PASTOR:



The devastation caused by the recent earthquake in Haiti is troubling to us in more than one way.  Of course, we are shocked and saddened when anyone is hurt or in pain, and when we see death and hardship on such a massive scale as this, it is distressing to us.  Christians are compassionate people.  We are taught to be so by our Lord Jesus Christ.  And, we are made so by the loving Spirit which God gives to us.  But the suffering which the people in Haiti have experienced is also troubling to us because it is so hard for us to understand it, and to square it with what we know about God.  Why would God allow such things to happen?  That's the big question.  I doubt that there is an answer to that question which will satisfy everyone.  



It may not sound like it, but what we are really asking is, why did God ever choose to do anything in the first place?  I mean, if God knew that human beings would rebel against him (they would commit sins), and that the world would be ravaged by floods and earthquakes and such, then why did God create the world?  Or, why didn't God make a world for us to live in which would always be kind to us?  Why did God allow human beings the choice to obey or rebel?  I don't think we will ever know.  Not this side of heaven, anyway.  



For whatever reason, God wanted us to have the opportunity to obey him or not, to love him or not, to trust him or not.  For some reason, it was worth it, in God's wisdom, to move, to do, to create.  


 Where does that leave us?  Without all the answers we would like to have, that's for sure.  But God has revealed enough that we know God to be merciful and compassionate.  God is not going to stop harmful things from happening within his creation.  But when we experience them, God extends his love and strength to us.  Our choice is to push it away or to gratefully receive it.  If we do the former, life is probably going to be very bitter and disappointing.  If we do the latter, we will have comfort and hope.  And because we have received help from a loving God, we will be more inclined to extend a 
compassionate helping hand to others who are in need.  That, at least, seems to be God's plan.

SERVING IN FEBRUARY:

Elder:






Tyler Ware



2/7


Scot Katona




2/14


Nancy Wyatt




2/21


Ralph Elliott




2/28


Fleet Dillard

Deacons:




David Allen









John Childress









Nelson Hillyer









Peter Trible

Deaconess:



Mimi McComb

Welcome:




Nelson Hillyer

In the Nursery:
2/7
Patsy Taliaferro








2/14
Patricia Hammond








2/21
Sarah Pope








2/28
Libby Trible

Sound System:
2/7
Doug Landrum








2/14
Laurie Wilbur








2/21
Passagaluppi








2/28
Doug Landrum


LIAISON COMMITTEE WILL MEET


The Liaison Committee will meet at Ralph and Carolyn Elliott's home on Wednesday, February 24, at 7:00 p.m.
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PRAYER & PRAISE WILL CONTINUE AT THE ORCHARD


The Prayer and Praise time will continue to be held at the Orchard in Warsaw once a month.  Usually 15-20 residents gather in the common room for a time of singing, Bible Study and prayer.  John Childress and Ken Wilbur play their guitars to accompany the singing.  Sometimes Carolyn Elliott plays the organ.  In both February and March the date falls on Friday, the 12th.  The meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. and end at around 7:50.

NEWS FROM DISTRICT IX




Pulpit Exchange Sunday in District 9 will be held on February 21.  Rev. Tim Dice, pastor of Westville Christian Church in Mathews, will be visiting Rappahannock Church that day, while Dr. Wilbur goes to Philippi Christian Church in Deltaville.



On Saturday, February 20, clergy representatives from the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ, the Churches of Christ and the Independent Christian Churches will meet at Slash Christian Church for worship, discussion of our common heritage and a fellowship dinner.   


The District Board will meet at Philippi Christian Church in Deltaville on Sunday, February 28 at 3:00 p.m.  Dr. Wilbur is the Moderator of District 9 and the chair of the District Board.  Helen Ware is the Board Secretary.  Rappahannock Church's representative to the Board is Deane Lankford.
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If you have been watching the news, you've inevitably heard about the difficulties of getting aid, supplies, and medical care to those affected by the earthquake in Haiti.  While it is true that delivery has been hampered by many factors, Week of Compassion can assure you that aid is reaching many of those who need it.


Amy Gopp, director of Week of Compassion, has reported that Church World Service(CWS), working closely with Servicio Social de Iglesias Dominicana (SSID), noted that with pre-positioned kits and blankets, relief was provided to victims in the first 24 hours of the disaster.  Since then CWS has established a storage and distribution center in the Dominican Border Town of Jimani and has begun to provide assistance for Haitians who may try to enter the neighboring Dominican Republic.  You have helped make possible the following CWS aid and supplies:  An air-freight arrived on January 22 in Santo Domingo, which contained 500 blankets, 1,125 baby kits, 10,595 hygiene kits, 720 tubes of toothpaste; and 25 flashlights with batteries.  Two more shipments of similar supplies are expected to arrive on February 2, and an air shipment of 60 cartons of medicine boxes was expected on January 26.

Rev. Gopp asks "that we continue to lift up the people of Haiti, all those on the ground working for the recovery effort, and all those who have offered their resources to aid with the relief effort.  Week of Compassion is committed to Haiti for the long term.  After the news cameras are gone and celebrity telethons are forgotten, we will still be at work in Haiti.  Thank you for making that possible."


The Week of Compassion offering at Rappahannock will be received on February 21 and 28.  Please be generous.
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          The second annual Operation Inasmuch will be held on Saturday, April 24.  This one-day mission blitz in our community is a ministry of Essex Churches Together, of which Rappahannock Church is a member.  Dr. Wilbur has agreed to chair the Planning Team again.  If you know of someone who needs help of some kind -maybe to be driven to the grocery store or to have a step repaired- maybe Operation Inasmuch could send a team to help them.  Let Ken Wilbur or Libby Trible (our Operation Inasmuch "Church Contact") know about it, and your suggestion will be passed along for review.  Also, keep that date, April 24, open on your calendar and plan to participate!
Rappahannock Christian Church
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YOU ARE INVITED …



Angel Visit Baptist Church is holding an Appreciation Banquet in honor of Deacon William B. Gresham on Saturday, February 27 at 4:00 p.m. at Beale Memorial Baptist Church in Tappahannock.



Mr. Gresham has been a devoted member of Angel Visit for nearly 72 years and has served his church faithfully as deacon, trustee, church treasurer and Sunday School teacher.  He has also given freely of his time and talent to numerous organizations and individuals in the larger community.  He was employed as an educator in Essex County for almost 40 years, retiring in 1991 as Assistant Principal at Essex High School.




You are cordially invited to join in the recognition of Mr. Gresham.  Tickets are $20 per adult and $10 for children 10 and under.  The deadline for ticket purchase is February 17.  You may call Patricia Holmes, Church Clerk, for more information at 443-9390, or you may also order tickets from her by mailing your payment to 133 Boston Road, Dunnsville.  
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