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 The Valentine's Day Dinner will be held at Lowery's Restaurant on Thursday evening, February 17 at 6:30.  If you would like to attend, please sign the sheet in the church vestibule or call Carolyn Elliott or Helen Ware by February 13.  Each person attending will order from the menu and will receive a separate check.

REPORT FROM THE BUSINESS MEETING   


At the January business meeting the congregation heard from the growth leaders (those whom the Membership Committee appointed to recommend steps for our church's journey into a healthy future). One recommendation is to consolidate the church's committee structure—a change designed to make more efficient the operation of our day-to-day ministry. Chairman of the congregation, Nathan Pope, and Co-chairman Pete Trible will work with the growth leaders (Deane Lankford, Fleet Dillard, Beth Katona, Libby Trible, and Sarah Pope) to (1) define the new committees and their roles and (2) review and revise the church's Plan of Organization as needed. All members of Rappahannock are encouraged to share their thoughts on this process with the growth leaders, the chairman, and the co-chairman.
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Week of Compassion is the relief and development fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and serves as a faithful and effective way for Disciples congregations, members and friends to channel their resources and concerns to the humanitarian needs of the suffering people in the world.  



In 2010, your gifts helped meet needs in Africa, East Asia and the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean, the Middle East and Europe, and Southern Asia.  Your gifts also helped here in the United States by providing assistance in  more than 20 states in emergency situations such as tornado relief, flood relief, and in other ways too numerous to list. 


Let’s experience the joy of showing and sharing God’s love by offering a hand to that stranger in need and making a difference in the lives of God’s children around the world.



The Week of Compassion offering will be received on February 27.  Please be generous.

FROM THE PASTOR:
 
Someone recently came to me with a computer problem.  A big problem.  The machine seemed like it was starting up okay, but after a few seconds, it would stop completely.  At first I thought maybe the hard drive had seized up and wasn't working anymore.  But I talked to someone who knows more than I about the inner workings of the computer, and he said that there might be a very simple, inexpensive solution.  There's a tiny battery in the mother board of the computer which sometimes fails -just like a watch or clock battery.  If that little 3.5 volt battery is no good, it will prevent the whole, powerful machine from doing anything!


I wonder if it may be like that for people trying to live their lives without faith in God, without acknowledging God's gifts, without giving God any place in their lives.  We who have experienced the precious forgiveness of God in Christ know how empowering God's love is.  If God is for us, who can be against us?!  There is no substitute for it.  No amount of optimism or positive thinking can give us that kind of assurance, confidence and hope.  Like the computer's battery -without it the machine is going to malfunction.  It won't do what it was made to do.  I hope and pray that you have experienced God's grace, that it empowers you and sustains you!
Just for Fun!


In a hurry to make an appointment, a businessman parked his car in a prohibited area, and left the following note under the windshield wiper:  “I’ve circled the block for 15 minutes.  If I don’t park here, I’ll lose my job.  ‘Forgive us our trespasses.’ ”



Returning later to his car, he found a parking ticket and this note under the windshield wiper:  “I’ve been circling this block for 15 years.  If I don’t give you a ticket, I’ll lose my job. ‘Lead us not into temptation.’ ”

SERVING IN FEBRUARY:

Elder:





Tyler Ware



2/6


Scot Katona



2/13


Nancy Wyatt



2/20


Ralph Elliott



2/27


Fleet Dillard

Deacons:

Jamie Davis & Garnett Hodges

Deaconess:
Lucie McCarthy

Welcome:

Bill Tate

Sound System:


2/6

John Childress



2/13

Deane Lankford



2/20

Passagaluppi



2/27

Doug Landrum

In the Nursery:



2/6

Sandy Tate


2/13

Patsy Taliaferro



2/20

Patricia Hammond



2/27

Sarah Pope

DISTRICT IX BOARD MEETING 

IS SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 27


The District Board will meet at Ashland Christian Church on Sunday, February 27 at 3:00 p.m.  Deane Lankford is our church’s representative to the District Board and attends the meetings with Dr. Wilbur.
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Bryan Stockdon died on December 17, 2010, at his home.  Bryan was a faithful member and had served as a deacon and elder, and was an elder emeritus at the time of his death.  A funeral service was conducted by Dr. Wilbur at Rappahannock on December 21 with interment at Forest Lawn Cemetery in Richmond.


Jeannette Black Ware, a long-time member of Rappahannock, died on December 19.  Jeannette, who had served as an organist at Rappahannock, had been in declining health for several years.  A funeral service was conducted at Rappahannock on December 23 with interment at Bellevue Cemetery.



Mrs. Garnett Hundley Beckman, who grew up in Rappahannock Church, died in Phoenix, Arizona at age 103 on November 26.  Mrs. Beckman had maintained a strong interest in the church and corresponded with both Helen Ware and Anne Ritchie Waring until a short time prior to her death.


Please remember the family and friends of all of these in your prayers.

CHURCH IN COUNTY HAS CHANGED NAME

Some years ago a new church was begun in Tappahannock and named Rappahannock Christian Center.  Some confusion with our church was created in crossing of mail and telephone calls.  Recently the church changed its name to Radiant Life Assembly of God. 
[image: image5.wmf]Congratulations to Jennifer and Paul Largett!  They are the new parents of a son born on December 12.  He has been named Skyler Morgan Largett.  His middle name is for his grandfather, the late W. M. Holland.
Sharon Holland is the grandmother and Maxine Holland is great grandmother.
Jennifer and Paul are living at Fort Gordon, Georgia, where he is enrolled in Advanced Individual Training in the Army.

OPERATION INASMUCH 

WILL BE APRIL 9


The fourth annual Operation Inasmuch will be held on Saturday, April 9.  This one-day mission blitz in our community is a ministry of Essex Churches Together, of which Rappahannock Church is a member.   If you know of someone who needs help of some kind -maybe to be driven to the grocery store or to have a window repaired- Operation Inasmuch could send a team to help them.  Let Ken Wilbur or Libby Trible (our Operation Inasmuch "Church Contact") know about it, and your suggestion will be passed along for review.  Also, keep that date, April 9, open on your calendar and plan to participate!
PRAYER & PRAISE WILL BE
FEBRUARY 11


Prayer and Praise time will be held at the Orchard in Warsaw on Friday, February 11.  Usually 15-20 residents gather in the common room for a time of singing, Bible Study and prayer.  John Childress and Ken Wilbur play their guitars to accompany the singing.  Sometimes Carolyn Elliott plays the organ.  In December, our children played their bells.  The residents loved that!  The meeting begins at 7:00 p.m.  

All are welcome and encouraged to join in this service.

Rappahannock Christian Church
P. O. Box 1111

Dunnsville, Virginia 22454

                               Address Service Requested
DR. WILBUR WILL SERVE ON
REGIONAL BOARD

Dr. Wilbur will be serving on the Regional Board as chair of the Ecumenical Commission.  In that capacity he will also represent the Disciples of Christ in Virginia on the Virginia Council of Churches.

DEANE LANKFORD AND DR. WILBUR ATTENDED WORKSHOP

Deane Lankford and Dr. Wilbur attended the Elder’s Workshop which was held at Olive Branch Christian Church in Norge.  They report that about 60 folks from around Districts 8 and 9 were in attendance at the workshop which was led by the Rev. Dr. Rick Harrison.  The Reverend Richard Kline is pastor at Olive Branch.
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