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Dr. Kenneth Wilbur

Communion Meditation

2010!! Let’s be honest.  Some of us never thought we would ever see 2010!  But here we are.  Some of us are thinking back over things that happened during the past year.  Likely most of us are looking forward as well.  I know my daughter Lauren and her friends are excited.  2010 is their graduation year. They’ve been looking forward to it.  This is what we do at this time of year.  We look back on events of significance, and we look forward in expectation.

In a way this is what we do when we come to this Table as well.  These Elements remind us to think about the death and resurrection of Jesus.  They also remind us of the present reality.  We are together in this holy place.  There is a bond amongst us that grows stronger as we partake together.  And we look to the future.  Jesus takes special care to point us to the future in his words.  He says, “I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom.”  Paul looks forward to that time as well; saying, “Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.”  So there are past, present and future thoughts here and I hope these will enrich your experience today as we worship together at this Table.  Here, let me read the whole paragraph that Paul wrote in his letter to the Corinthians:

1 Corinthians 11:23-36 - For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Backwards & Forwards

1 Chronicles 29:14-20 - "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all our forefathers. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. O LORD our God, as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you. I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things have I given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how willingly your people who are here have given to you. O LORD, God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep this desire in the hearts of your people forever, and keep their hearts loyal to you. And give my son Solomon the wholehearted devotion to keep your commands, requirements and decrees and to do everything to build the palatial structure for which I have provided." 

Then David said to the whole assembly, "Praise the LORD your God." So they all praised the LORD, the God of their fathers; they bowed low and fell prostrate before the LORD and the king.

One thing we can do as we enter a new year is to look backward.  What are the highlights of our church's live over the year past?  What have we done?  

· One of our new traditions as a church is Operation Inasmuch.  What a celebration when Christians from so many walks come together to worship through ministry.

· Last year at this time there were big old boxwood bushes in front of this church.  Today they are gone.  Fresh new little bushes have taken their place.  This has made a big change.

· The church directory was produced this year.  You-all came for your pictures and it was completed during the summer and distributed this fall. 

· Of course we celebrated Lent, Easter, and held the Prayer Vigil.  We do these every year.

· We’ve had a few weddings and funerals.  Perhaps some of you are remembering those.

· Some of us went to Deltaville in June.  What was that for?  It was the District Fish Fry.  Now that’s a tradition I always look forward to!!

· We have been proud of our kids as they graduated from high school and college.

· Many of you were in attendance in September when we hosted the District Assembly.

· Then of course we had our big Homecoming event in October.  It was a rainy day, but it didn’t matter.  That was a highlight of our year.

· Just this past month we celebrated Advent with all of our Advent traditions and our Christmas Pageant. 

· Oh! And no church on Christmas Sunday because of the snow.  That was an unusual one.  I think this is the first really white Christmas I’ve seen since I’ve been in Virginia.

As we look back we think of all the things that have happened this year, and here today we must think of all this in terms of God’s activity amongst us. Today we look forward, too.  Here in the passage of our Scripture we see David looking back and also forward.  He is planning for the temple.  He has put a great deal of time and effort into planning and organizing for the building of God’s house.  It has been his loving project.  He looks back and acknowledges God’s role in its success.  He acknowledges that all of this planning; the materials that have been amassed and work that has been accomplished came from God in the first place.  David could have taken credit to himself.  He could have insisted this was his work.  These were the riches he has collected.  He is the king.  Kings should receive credit, you know!  Kings should be honored!  Instead we see that he is humble and grateful.

Now he also looks forward to the great project that is going to be undertaken.  He has planned for this and is looking forward to it happening.  This prayer of David is a wonderful parallel to the prayer of his son, Solomon, as he prays a prayer of dedication for this great temple once it has been built.

This is not just some building they’re making.  If they had just wanted to erect an edifice they could have made a monument and been done with it.  It could have been like the Arc de Triomphe in Paris or the London Tower.  No, this temple will be different.  It will serve the needs of the people in worship.  It will be a place where they can go to receive guidance, a place where the poor can come for help.  This temple will not only be a monument to the glory of God, it will have function as well.

Looking at this passage, I have been thinking about the officers of our church.  I’m thinking about our church’s strategic planning that we are just beginning to take on.  Some of us are meeting in the membership committee today after church to begin talking about it, and it’s exciting.

God has prospered Rappahannock Christian Church.  Do we acknowledge God?  Are we acknowledging that all we have is His “stuff”?  God is moving always into the future.  He is calling each of us to move forward into His future with Him, to use our income, skills, talents and energy in His service so that when we come to the end of 2010 we will have accomplished much that matters for Him.

I heard a story once of a TV man who was interviewing a paramedic.  He asked the fellow what was the most unusual emergency call he had ever been on.  The paramedic told the story of being called to a church.  A frantic usher met the team at the front door and explained that someone had passed out and appeared to be dead.  The interviewer asked what was so unusual about this story, to which the paramedic replied, “What was so unusual was that we carried out 4 other guys before we found the dead one.”

That’s not like us, folks.  Rappahannock Christian Church is alive!  We are planning and we’re going to use what God has given us as we move forward with Him into His future.

Benediction

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. – Psalm 19:14  

