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Communion Meditation

During the sermon I’m going to mention several of the parables of Jesus.  Now, parables are sometimes hard to understand, and a lot of people didn’t “get it”.  Some things are difficult to understand, but they are made memorable because the parable tells the story in a way that paints such a vivid picture. Still, people didn’t always “get it” when Jesus told parables, and I think that we don’t either.

An especially difficult parable was the one Jesus told to Nicodemous. He said, “You must be born again.”  “What?  Be born twice?” Nicodemous said, “I can’t do that.”  But Jesus was talking in figures.  He meant that you have to be re-born spiritually.  God has to wake your spiritual dimension.  Eventually, I think that Nicodemous did wake up.  I think that in the end he did “get it”.  It is wonderful when we think that we can be re-born through His gracious mercy.

This is what we celebrate here at this Table.  The Bread and the Cup remind us of what Christ has done and what He is doing in us.  Let me read the words that the Gospel writer, Matthew wrote about this for us.

Matthew 26:26-29 - While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." 

Fruit On The Tree

Luke 13:1-8 – About this time Jesus was informed that Pilate had murdered some people from Galilee as they were offering sacrifices at the Temple.  “Do you think those Galileans were worse sinners than all the other people from Galilee?” Jesus asked. “Is that why they suffered?  Not at all! And you will perish, too, unless you repent of your sins and turn to God.  And what about the eighteen people who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them? Were they the worst sinners in Jerusalem?  No, and I tell you again that unless you repent, you will perish, too.”

Then Jesus told this story: “A man planted a fig tree in his garden and came again and again to see if there was any fruit on it, but he was always disappointed.  Finally, he said to his gardener, ‘I’ve waited three years, and there hasn’t been a single fig! Cut it down. It’s just taking up space in the garden.’

“The gardener answered, ‘Sir, give it one more chance. Leave it another year, and I’ll give it special attention and plenty of fertilizer.  If we get figs next year, fine. If not, then you can cut it down.’”

Well, we have a couple of rather grisly tragedies recounted here in the opening verses of Luke 13.  First, Pilate has evidently massacred some Jewish men.  Yes, this is the same Pilate who turned Jesus over to be crucified even though he was convinced the Lord was innocent.  He was a cruel and despotic man.  This was not unusual behavior for him.  Jesus also mentions people who had been crushed when a tower fell to the ground.  (Reminds you of the scenes we’ve just recently seen in Haiti and Chile doesn’t it?)  Then Jesus asks the age-old question; did these people do something sinful to deserve this?  Were they such despicable sinners that this was just retribution for their sin?  Was God punishing these individuals?

Pat Robinson (judging by some of his recent comments on Haiti) would say “Yes, they are.”  Jesus says, “No, absolutely not!”  -- I guess you’ll have to decide whom you want to believe. 

This is not the only time Jesus is asked this question.  At other times the people come to Him and ask if some people are sick because they are such great sinners.  Again, Jesus answer is firmly “No, you can in no way assume that to be the case.”  And then He adds, “BUT if you don’t repent you will also perish!”

What is that about?!

This sounds like a contradiction.  People don’t have awful things happen to them as retribution for their sins, but if you don’t repent of your sin you something awful will happen to you?!  How can both of these things be true?  We have to look carefully at Jesus words to discern what He is talking about.  I believe that what He is saying here is not that if we don’t repent some awful calamity will befall us.  Rather He says, “Be careful.  You need to repent, or in the end you will perish in a bad state -without having settled accounts with God first.  You don't want to do that!”  Jesus tells them to repent and come to God before it is too late.  Don’t throw your life away, but redeem it by not repenting and acknowledging God.

Death will come to everyone.  You can’t say, “I’m safe from tragedy because I have not committed any really heinous crimes.”  We are all sinners.  Death will come to all of us.  All need to turn from sin and embrace the Kingdom of God.

We read about Jesus having said almost exactly this same thing to people in the previous chapter of Luke's Gospel.  He had said this using parables:

· There’s the story about the Foolish Farmer who went in headlong pursuit of earthly things without a thought for his spiritual relationship with God.  Then God came to him and said, "You fool, this very night your soul will be required of you!  What ultimate good are your barns, what security do you have in your earthly success?

· Or the servants who are supposed to be waiting for the knock when the Master comes home from the wedding banquet.  They have to stay ready if they want to hear Him say, “Well done.” They can't be off enjoying themselves or snoozing!  They do not know when that knock on the door will come!

· In another, quite different story, He tells of a guy who is being taken to court by his adversary.  Jesus says, “You better settle things with your adversary now, while you have a chance.  No telling what the judge will do with you.”

These all have the same point in common.  The message Jesus gives us is you should not say, "I’m good enough.  I don’t have to repent. I can put that off until my senior years."  You need to do it now.  You don’t know how many tomorrows you have.

Now after Jesus has said this, he gives them another parable.  This one is about a fig tree that is bearing no fruit.  It is useless.  The Master says, “Cut it down.  Burn it up.”  But the Gardener (this is Jesus, I think) says, “No, let me dig around among the roots and put some fertilizer down.  We may be able to coax some fruit out of this tree yet.  Please just give it another chance!”

Jesus pleads with these people, “Won’t you please repent?”  The time you have will not last forever.  Right now God, in His mercy, is giving you a chance to respond.  What will you say?

Benediction

To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever.  Amen.  1 Timothy 1:17

