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Communion Meditation

If you look carefully, some patterns emerge in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  There’s a noticeable pattern to the way Jesus officiates at this Table.  We are told that He took the Bread and He blessed it (which means He gave thanks) and then He gave it to His disciples.  He repeated the same pattern with the Cup.

The pattern that Jesus demonstrates here can offer us a template for dealing with all of the gifts that God gives us.  First you have to take His gift.  Then give thanks.  Acknowledge that He is God, the giver of all good and wonderful gifts.  Lastly He wants you to share the gifts He gives you with others.

This is a wonderful thought!  We receive from God, give thanks and acknowledge Him as the Giver and then share what He has given to us.  As we partake of this celebration together today, let’s make its pattern the daily pattern of our lives.

Let me read to you from 1 Corinthians 11 the words that the Apostle Paul has used to explain this to us. 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 - For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Faith and Science

Here in our Scripture today we have the story of Paul as he visits Athens in Greece.  

Acts 17:22-31 - Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. 

 "The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 'For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.' 

 "Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by man's design and skill. In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead."

Okay.  Here is my big admission for the day. – I Am Not Billy Graham!  I don’t think of myself as a great evangelist.  I don’t think it’s what I was called to do.  I am more of a teacher.

But as Christians, all of us are called upon to give evidence to others that Christ lives in us and that His life in us makes a difference.  Even though you may not be called to be a great evangelist, you are called to be a witness and you should try to learn how to be the best witness that you can be.  We can see this in the book of Acts.  Here we have the story of Paul, the greatest evangelist ever. So let's look at how he did his work.

One of the first things you will notice is that Paul changes his approach depending on his audience.  Usually he first seeks out other Jews, often at the synagogue.  He tells them about Jesus, their Messiah.  When he stands before a ruler or magistrate he takes on a respectful tone.  He often tells these people about the vision of his calling, and he says, “I have not been disobedient to that calling.”  He wants them to know that, although he means no disrespect, there is One even greater than they that he obeys.  Then there was the time when he was caught in a storm and it looked like they would all die and Paul had the opportunity to demonstrate his faith through his calm demeanor.  His travel companions took notice and gained respect for God.

In our story today, Paul enters Athens.  We are told that there was a certain group of folks of the city who gathered every day to discuss philosophy.  These men valued new ideas and they always wanted to be up on the latest thing.  Sounds a little like some university professors I have known!  You might think these learned folks would be skeptical of simple religion, but Paul, walking about their city, notices that they have alters to all sorts of gods, and he particularly takes notice of one which they have erected to “The Unknown God”.  It is as if they don’t wish to leave any base uncovered.  Paul realizes that these men have a sense of something more to life than just what can be tested.  He thinks that perhaps they will be open to hearing the Gospel.  Paul does not think that the simple Gospel of Jesus Christ and great learning are mutually exclusive.

This reminds me of my own father.  He was a nuclear physicist.  He was also openly a man of great faith.  Many of you knew Ted Korneff, who attended our church.  Ted was a very learned scientist.  He also taught Sunday School for many years.  Perhaps some of you know other scientists who are open about their faith in God.

So I ask you this question – is there a conflict between faith and science?  Well, there can be, if one makes pronouncements in the other’s field.  Faith and science are two different ways of looking at our world.  Science excels at explaining the physical nature of the world.  Faith explains the spiritual.  Here is where the rub comes; it is when people of science presume to make the pronouncement that there can be no God.  Conversely, you get into trouble when those of faith insist on a dogmatic statement in the domain of science, say regarding the age of the earth.

Paul encounters all different kinds of people and he always seems to be looking for an opening that he can use to say something to these people that they will relate to so that he can then tell them about Jesus.  We see him constantly trying to discover in what the people he meets place their trust.  Do they trust in their intellect or strength or beauty, their riches or processions, religion or country, or perhaps some ritual or being a member of an elite group or organization?  They are thinking, "I'm in complete control of my life.  If I just use what I've got, everyone will adore me.  Or they'll fear me -- it really doesn't matter which.  Either way, I'll then be able to get what I want and I'll be happy, satisfied." 

Paul challenges this kind of thinking.  He says, “Put all of this aside.  You are only fooling yourself if you think you are really in control of everything.  All of these things you trust in will fail you!  There is no escape from this fact!  But let me tell you, there IS One in whom we can place our trust with confidence. God has sent His Son as the atonement for your sin.  There is nothing else in the world that matters.  Give it all up.  God has a purpose for you and if you insist on perusing happiness anywhere else you will be disappointed.

I ask you the same thing today.  Where is your faith placed?  What is the supreme object of your trust?

I hope that your hope and your faith is grounded in none other than Jesus Christ and His gift of righteousness for you.

Benediction

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:7
