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Communion Meditation

When you do the something over and over again it can become "old," commonplace.  It can lose its importance.  We can sometimes even forget why we started doing it in the first place.  I hope this never happens to us when it comes to the celebration of the Lord's Supper.  We come to this table week after week, and, because we perform this ritual as often as we do, it may be hard for us to fully appreciate its meaning each time.  We have to watch out for that!  We have to school ourselves to put distractions aside and to concentrate.  These symbols of bread and cup are meant to turn our attention upon the Lord Jesus Christ.  They represent his body and blood which were offered on the cross of Calvary for the forgiveness our sins. Let us eat and drink "in remembrance" of Him. 

Matthew 26:26-29 - While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." 

A Big Decision

Philippians 3:4b-11 - If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. 

But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.
We all make decisions every day.  Some of them are made in an instant.  What tie should I wear with this suit?  What should I have for breakfast?  Some decisions that have to be made in an instant have a lot more riding on them.  I admire people in military service who, under fire, have to make split-second decisions.  How important those decisions can be!  At other times we have more time to think about what we are going to do.  We weigh the pros and cons, think through several scenarios; get a firm picture of the outcomes we want.  Sometimes a decision is final; single opportunity with no going back.  At other times we are able to work things out so that the decision we make becomes a good one.  You can work at a marriage to make it better, right?  You can improve your skills so that you become a more valuable, higher-paid, employee.

The Apostle Paul has made a big decision in his life, and he tells us about it here in Philippians 3.  He has decided to become a Christian.  This is a personal decision, and it is one which has enormous implications.  It is not a decision about only one compartment of his life, like taking a marriage partner or choosing a career.  It is about the path down which his whole life will go.  It is about the very purpose of his life on earth.  It will determine what Paul's highest values will be.  It will determine what sacrifices Paul is willing to make.

It is also a decision which has to be one way or the other.  He can't follow both the Jewish faith and the Christian faith.  It's something about which Paul must be wholly committed.  He can't have it both ways.  

Here in chapter 3 he rehearses, for our benefit, how he came to this decision.  He could, he tells us, have continued to boast in, and rely upon, his heritage as a Jew, a Son of Abraham.  He also could have made his accomplishments the foundation of his life.  And these were not just worldly successes!  He lived an exemplary religious life.  Wouldn't God be pleased with that?  Couldn't that be his foundation?  He could continue down that road, trying to be a good Jew, and build a very impressive resume.  He surely would be praised by his countrymen.  He probably would have won the praise of powerful religious leaders; maybe even have risen to a position of some importance.  As we hear him speak about his accomplishments and credentials it certainly looks like he had the potential to achieve all this.

But then he met Christ and heard the Gospel message of salvation from sin by God's grace.  Once that happened he was able to look at himself through completely new eyes.  Paul was confronted with the possibility that Jesus of Nazareth actually was the Messiah for whom the Jews had watched and waited so long.  According to the Christians, Jesus the Messiah came to die, and his innocent death was an atoning sacrifice for sin.  If this were true, then all of Paul's past had been nothing more than a VAIN attempt to make himself acceptable to God.  Paul now realized that, good though he may have been, he is still a sinner in need of God's forgiveness.  He can never earn that forgiveness. He can't demand a place in God's heaven because he is innocent. He knows full well that he is guilty!  Instead, he must pursue a new Way - the Way of Christ, the Way of faith.

This is a risky decision.  In Paul's day, Christianity is very new.  Paul's teachers and mentors would undoubtedly have told him that he is mistaken.  Obedience to the Law of Moses is the only Way to please God.  Jews have believed this, and have been practicing this, for centuries.  All those people can't be wrong!

Well, no, those people living under the Old Covenant weren't wrong.  They were doing what they had been told to do.  And they learned a lot of valuable lessons about themselves and about God along the way.  But now the Messiah has come!  His mission and ministry were not what the Jews expected it to be.  They thought the Messiah would establish an earthly kingdom for them.  But Jesus came to accomplish much more.  His life was offered to God in payment for the sins of the world.  His innocence is imputed to those who believe.  It is credited to the account of us sinners!  “It's not MY righteousness,” Paul says, “that I want to be the foundation of my life.  It is Christ's righteousness.  I can rely on that!”

You know, Paul is not just rehearsing his personal faith journey here.  This is not just a history lesson.  Paul's story, if we will hear it, becomes a plea directed at us!  Paul is saying, in effect, "You, too, my dear friend, having read my letter, are now confronted with the same decision I had to make.  Now that I've told you what God has done in sending Jesus to live and die, it is up to you to decide what you are going to do about it.  Make no mistake, Jesus didn't just come and die for ME.  He came and died for YOU, too!  God has not just pierced MY heart and conscience by his Spirit.  He has not just called out to ME to come to him to receive his mercy and follow Christ's Way for the rest of MY life.  He is calling to YOU!

This is no small decision.  It has many implications for life!  It's scary offering oneself to God.  Who knows, God may take you up on the offer, right?!!!  But if we are grateful for Christ's sacrifice and if we are brave, we should throw our lot in with Christ and trust him.  If we do, God has promised to forgive us, accept us, and begin using us to accomplish His purposes, giving our lives eternal significance.
Benediction

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. – 2 Corinthians 13:14
