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Communion Meditation

Today being Palm Sunday, we naturally (and rightfully) rehearse the triumphal entry of Jesus into the city of Jerusalem.  In a way, we could say that there are 3 comings of Christ.  

I know we usually don’t speak of it this way.  His first coming was, of course, when He came as a babe in the manger.  We usually think about the second coming as being in the future when He will come with great power, majesty and glory.  Paul even reminds us to anticipate this second coming when he speaks about this Table.  His “third coming” would be what we celebrate today.  It is a shadow of His great and glorious second coming that we look forward to.

I want you to remember what Paul has to say about this.  He says, “Whenever you eat this bread or drink this cup you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.”  This is a reminder that He has defeated our enemies of sin and death and that the day will surely come when they will be no more.  

We live in the interim period.  This is difficult to explain.  I’m told that he situation was something like this immediately following D-day.  With the Allied victory on D-day, the Second World War was won.  It was just a matter of time - a mop-up operation - after that.  But for all intents and purposes the war had been won. That’s where we are now.  Since Jesus died and rose again, there’s just a mop-up operation left.  The Bread and the Cup remind us that Christ has already won the victory and He will surely come!  Let me read you all of what Paul says.
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 - For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Holding Back The Joy

Matthew 21:1-11 – As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away." 

This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
"Say to the Daughter of Zion, 
      'See, your king comes to you, 
   gentle and riding on a donkey, 
      on a colt, the foal of a donkey.' " 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 
   "Hosanna to the Son of David!" 
   "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 
   "Hosanna in the highest!" 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, "Who is this?" 

The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee."

What I have to say this morning is a little bit personal in that I have a strong personal reaction to this story.  All of us know this story.  Since we were 5 years old we’ve heard and seen it acted out on Palm Sunday.  It’s the story of Palm Sunday, after all.  

Today is the beginning of Holy Week, and every time I read the story of today’s Scripture I am conflicted in my emotions.  I want to try to explain why to you.  Maybe you feel this way, too.

On the one hand, obviously, we feel happiness.  Just picture this scene of Jesus riding down the hill and the crowd pouring out of the city and going wild with joy.  Here, for once, Jesus receives the praise of the people.  This is the praise and gratitude that He deserves all of the time, but this is the only time that He allows it.  I love this!  I love to see Jesus receive the honor He is due.  Jesus is my Lord and my Savior.  I am happy to see Him receive the adoration of the crowd.

Now, we have to be clear that this crowd is not praising Jesus because they know that He is the Savior, the Son of God, like we do.  They are shouting because they think he may be the Messiah and they are hoping for the One who will restore the political power that they enjoyed only once in their history, under the reign of King David.  Even so, as I see Jesus receiving their praise and honor I want to be happy.  But I can’t!  I can’t because I know what is about to happen.  I know that in only a few days Jesus will be betrayed.  He will be handed over and they are going to try Him and will execute Him.  This is a dark picture.  The cross is there.  It casts a long shadow over the joy so that the edge of this celebration is dull for me.  I just can’t fully celebrate for I know the sadness and pain that is about to come.

Now, at the same time, we must remember that the pain, humiliation and death of Christ is not the whole story.  The cross has a double edge.  You can feel down and morose and pained and awful, but when Jesus breathes His last on that cross His enemies are wrong.  Jesus is NOT defeated!  Death is not able to keep its hold on Him!  Triumph - real triumph - is coming!
Jesus, Himself, says that He came not to be served (as a king) but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.  As we look at the events of this week we can see that His enemies played right into His hands.  Our Lord Won!  He is forever the Greatest King!

So look!  Look up at the hill.  He comes and the crowd goes wild with celebration for all the wrong reasons.  But Jesus IS a conquering King and, even though the cross stands in between, we know that He is the victor who brings salvation and glory.

Benediction

The Lord bless you and keep you: the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you: the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. ~ Numbers 6:24-26
