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Dr. Kenneth Wilbur

Communion Meditation

I like weddings.  They’re fun, happy, occasions.  I was thinking about Jamie and Beckah’s wedding that was held here yesterday, and that just 2 weeks ago Amy Childress joined our church and of course last Sunday was Easter.  All of these are great occasions for celebration.  We celebrate new things; new life, new families, new birth.

When we come to this Table each week we are celebrating our own renewal.  Paul says that outwardly we are wasting away, but spiritually the Holy Spirit is renewing us every day.  Our spiritual experience doesn’t have to become old.  It can be new and fresh at any time, and that is especially true as we gather at this Table.   Let me read you what the Apostle Paul wrote about this in 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 – For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
“Many Hands”

Judges 20:1 – Then all the Israelites from Dan to Beersheba and from the land of Gilead came out as one man and assembled before the LORD in Mizpah.

“Many hands make light work.”  I know you’ve often heard this expression.  It’s really true, you know.  I remember when the Community Choir used to perform at the St. Margaret’s Gymnasium.  Each year 4or 5 men would gather a couple of hours beforehand to set up the platforms and audience chairs.  It was a lot of work.  But at the end of the performance it was all easy.  We’d just say, “Now everyone please take the chair you’re sitting in and put it back in the rack.”  What had taken hours for a few guys to do was accomplished in minutes by hundreds of willing hands.

We have a couple of snapshots of this phenomenon as it occurred amongst the Children of Israel.  The story of our Scripture today is that there has been a murder in Israel and the people are so incensed that the men of all the tribes came together and formed an army to avenge the deed.  Our text says, “They came together as one man.”  We see something very different in the very next chapter.  Here we are told that, “At that the Israelites left that place and went home to their tribes and clans, each to his own inheritance.  In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.”

Here are two very different snapshots of people working together or not.

When people do “whatever they see fit” there is often no agreement or pooling of resources and it is a very ineffective way of living in a community.

In the old days of sailing ships they used to make up songs to keep the workers pulling together.  It was crucial that they all pull at the same time and the beat of the song helped them to work in concert.

Working in cooperation this way is about more than just sheer strength.  It is also something going on in their minds.  When folks work together like this, each one knows he has his own task that he is responsible for.  He knows that everyone expects him to do his part of the task.  His fellows are watching him and depending on him, and sometimes he may receive praise and thanks for a task well done.

God cares about the effectiveness of His Church.

God cares about the unity of His Church.

John’s gospel records the last words of Jesus before He goes forth to be betrayed and crucified.  Jesus prays a prayer.  There are a lot of things He might have asked for.  He could have asked for the growth of the fledgling church.  He might have asked for an avalanche of converts to make His sacrifice “worthwhile”.  But He doesn’t.  Instead, Jesus asks that His followers be united.  “May they be one,” He asks His Father, “Just as you and I are one.”

The Apostle Paul has a lot to say about unity, too.  He says that the Church is like a human body, with its different parts working together and dependent on each other for the common good.  Sadly, Paul found factions in the Church right away; as early as this they were forming little cliques and building walls and barriers to separate one from another.

Paul says, “No! God’s Church should be like a body.”  What would happen if we took the feet away?  The body would go crashing to the floor!  We need all of the parts.  All must be used together for the whole to be effective.

A good example of this is Project Inasmuch, which will take place this Saturday.  It is such an uplifting experience to see 27 churches working together, all of us talking, praying and acting together for a common goal.  This is the way it should be.  As Christians, we need to break down the walls that are between us.

The same principle is at work here in Rappahannock Christian Church.  We have different people with various experiences, interests, abilities, levels of income, and we need each one of you.  Your whole-hearted participation is critical to each of our ministries.  We need your questions.  We need your commitment.  We need your voice as we sing, your ideas in committee meetings, your offering.  Put together, all that we bring to the Lord of ourselves and our means adds up to a powerful work for Him.

When we act together our church can be effective.  Any group of people acting so in concert is unusual enough that it will be noticed.  The church-life that we live together should be a great witness to the world.  When we work together in this way others will take notice and they will want what we have.  This is witness!
Benediction

Now to him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you without blemish before the presence of his glory with rejoicing, to the only God, our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and for ever.  Amen.  Jude 1:24-25
