Rappahannock Christian Church – 4/26/09

Dr. Kenneth Wilbur

Communion Meditation

Yesterday was an exciting day!  Members of our church had the privilege of working side by side with Christians from other denominations [in Operation Inasmuch] doing things to help those in need in our community.  I was fortunate this year that I was not assigned to the “Command Central” team, but got to go out and spend the day working at mending a tin roof.  It was hot, but it was a rewarding labor.

I know that a lot of you have not always been Disciples.  Many of you were not reared in a Disciples of Christ congregation.  Just like yesterday, even though we didn’t grow up in exactly the same church denomination, still we come together here as Christians to serve Our God.  This makes me think of the old Disciples adage: “Christians only, but not the only Christians”.  

As Disciples, we have tried to keep things simple.  Like when we come to this Table.  We have simply the Bread and the Cup, and we come together to give thanks for what He has done for us.  Let me read the words from St. Matthew’s Gospel.

Matthew 26:23-26 – While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom."

“Being A Wise Guy”

Our Scripture today is actually a story in two parts.  We’re only going to read the first part.  I’ll remind you of the second later.

1 Kings 3:4-15 – The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most important high place, and Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.  At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, "Ask for whatever you want me to give you." 

Solomon answered, "You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day. 

"Now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties.  Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number.  So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?" 

The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this.  So God said to him, "Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice,  I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be.  Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for—both riches and honor—so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings.  And if you walk in my ways and obey my statutes and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long life."  Then Solomon awoke—and he realized it had been a dream. 
      He returned to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the Lord's covenant and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings.  Then he gave a feast for all his court

Surely all of us have heard of the “Wisdom of Solomon”.  This passage is where it all began.

In reading this passage, it’s a bit like trying to decide which came first, the chicken or the egg.  Solomon doesn’t ask for long life or wealth; instead he asks for wisdom and discernment.  But isn’t his request evidence of wisdom and discernment?  Perhaps what Solomon lacks is the experience that will prove if he is wise or not.  In any event, we know that God is pleased with this request.  He gives Solomon so much extra wisdom that he becomes famous as a result.

In the second half of the chapter something happens which allows Solomon to demonstrate the extraordinary wisdom God has given him.  Do you remember the story of the two women who claimed the same baby?  These women were prostitutes.  They had babies about the same age.  When they were not working, the women and babies shared the same bed.  One night, one of the women rolled over on her baby, killing it.  Realizing what she had done, she switched the corpse for the live child without waking her bedfellow.  When the second woman awoke, she realized that the dead child was not hers, but the first women insisted that she was wrong.  They were brought to Solomon to settle the matter.  When he had heard their story he called for a sword.  “Here,” he said, “we’ll cut the baby in half and each of you can have a piece of it.”  Horrified, the mother of the child quickly relinquished her claim to save the baby’s life. So it was shown who the real mother was. Solomon showed his great wisdom and discernment in realizing that the real mother would rather give her baby up than see it slaughtered.

I wonder if you are very wise.  Or maybe you have known someone who was very wise?  It often is not the degree of formal education one has that determines wisdom.  Nor do I think we are born with it.  I think maybe wisdom actually comes from experience. It has to be developed.  Sadly, it is most often the difficult experiences of life that contribute the most to making one wise.

This is not always true, though.  Some folks run away from difficult experiences like the plague.  They develop a pattern of finding an escape of one sort or another whenever they face adversity, so they never develop the wisdom that God has to teach them in their life.

The Bible says that, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”  In trials, you learn that God is completely trustworthy.  Paul says that NOTHING can separate us from the love of God which is ours in Christ Jesus.  The world would have you believe otherwise.  Popular dogma holds that when adversity comes you have to look out for your own interests.  If you don’t take care of yourself, no one else will!  They say you have to be ruthless - get even.  

Godly wisdom does not support this kind of approach.  The wisdom that comes from God is the ability to perceive the situation and use all of the resources that you have been given towards the best outcome.  For the Christian, the "best outcome" is one that pleases God and serves God's purposes.

This past week I read a quotation on the internet from a famous motivational speaker.  This person is paid big bucks to present his self-help message to huge audiences. He said, “If you look good and dress well, you don’t need a purpose in life.”

Folks!  May we never be this shallow.  Let us, daily, pursue Godly wisdom!

Benediction

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.  Psalm 19:14  

