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Dr. Kenneth Wilbur

Communion Meditation

I agree with the words of the old song, “No One Ever Cared For Me Like Jesus.”  Sorry moms!  I know today’s your day, but it’s true, you know.  You’re topped by One Other.  Moms can, and do, make mistakes.  We forgive them and love them.  But – No One Ever Cared Like Jesus!

This is why we’re here today.  It is why we gather around this Table every week.  These Elements of the Bread and the Cup remind us that He was willing to give His very life in a ransom so that we might live.  As we give thanks for our mothers today, let us remember that there is One Supreme, Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us.

Let me read the story of what Jesus told us about this rite from the Gospel of Matthew.

Matthew 26:23-26 – While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." 

“Mama Is In God’s Plan”

Our Scripture today comes from the first book of the Old Testament.  This is a story that has 2 parts.  We’ll refer to the second part later in this message.  It’s the story of Abraham and Sarah and their slave girl, Hagar.

Genesis 21:8-21 – The child grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac was weaned Abraham held a great feast.  But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking, and she said to Abraham, "Get rid of that slave woman and her son, for that slave woman's son will never share in the inheritance with my son Isaac." 

The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned his son.  But God said to him, "Do not be so distressed about the boy and your maidservant. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.  I will make the son of the maidservant into a nation also, because he is your offspring." 

Early the next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar. He set them on her shoulders and then sent her off with the boy. She went on her way and wandered in the desert of Beersheba. 

When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the bushes.  Then she went off and sat down nearby, about a bowshot away, for she thought, "I cannot watch the boy die." And as she sat there nearby, she began to sob. 

God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, "What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there.  Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great nation." 

Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So she went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 

God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the desert and became an archer.  While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for him from Egypt.

I don’t believe that raising children has ever been an easy task, however, it seems to me that today it’s more difficult than ever.  In most households today, both parents have a career.  This has nearly become a necessity to meet expenses.  There are very few moral or ethical constraints on our society.  Many are single parents and children often go for long periods without proper supervision.  This is a huge challenge.  Drugs, alcohol and sexual messages bombard our kids daily.  Truly there are great odds stacked against raising children to be Christians in our world today.

Here’s the story of a woman, Hagar, who also was rearing her child against great odds.  Hagar is the slave woman of Sarah and Abraham.  She bears a child by her master.  Although Sarah, the wife, is the one who has suggested this, when the fact is accomplished she can’t stand it and she drives the mother out with her child.  In fact, this is the second time that Hagar has been driven out.  The first time was back in chapter 16 when Hagar became pregnant with Abraham's child.  God came to her back then and told her to return to her master’s house and that He would take care of her.  This is what she did.  Now, Abraham's wife, Sarah has borne a child of her own!  Isaac is the son God had promised.  So now Sarah casts Hagar out for good.  She insists that this “other woman” and her son must go.  Abraham gives in.

If you read the whole story in the Bible, you’ll find it reads a bit like a soap opera. Abraham and Sarah are promised a child but he is a long time in coming.  Sarah decides to take matters into her own hand and suggests that Abraham take her servant girl for the mother of his child.  But when the deed is done, Sarah regrets the idea.  Jealousy and fighting ensue.  Then, by a miracle, Sarah bears the promised child.  Now she simply will not abide the impostor remaining in her household.  So Hagar and her son, Ishmael, are sent out into the desert.

But throughout this whole story it is clear that God has a plan.  Although the human lives of this story are filled with mistrust and envy and greed, God clearly is in charge of how the story will turn out.

These two boys, Isaac, the son of promise, and Ishmael, the son of the slave, are to become the fathers of two peoples -the Arabs (Ishmeal) and the Jews (Isaac).  This story is vital in the story of Jesus because it is through the lineage of the Jews that God brought His Son into the world.  The story of these two nations continues, even today.

We should notice that, in the plan of sending Jesus, Mama Hagar and Mama Sarah are extremely important!

Hagar's story may be especially meaningful to us today because of how hard it was for her.  The odds were really stacked against her success in raising this child!  But, with God's help, she manages.  She provides a stable environment for Ishmael.  She is his protector, his mentor, teacher encourager, corrector.

If you’re a mother today, or a grandmother, perhaps you feel like raising a child is hard. Perhaps you feel like you are the only protection for your kids.  You may feel like you, alone, are tasked with providing them with right teaching.

In the same way that God knew what was happening with Hagar, God knows your situation.  He understands your feelings.  He cares and He will help you.  God may intervene directly, or God may call some of us to be your friends and supporters.  We can pray for you, and show you compassion and support.  

On this Mother's Day we think about, and give God thanks for, our own mothers and grandmothers.  But we also should commit ourselves to the care and support of the mothers and grandmothers of our church family!

Benediction

The Lord bless you and keep you:  

The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you:

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace. – Numbers 6:24-26

