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Communion Meditation

People have sometimes remarked to me that they perceive a big difference between the God that they see in the Old Testament and the One found in the New.  In the Old Testament God is characterized most often by the Law.  We learn about the giving of the Law, the application of the Law, judgment by the Law.  In contrast, the New Testament is all about God’s grace, His forgiveness, and the Gift of His love.

Really, this it is not two different Gods that we see in the Bible.  God is God.  He does not change.  Rather, the Old Testament tells us about the problem of sin in the world.  This is the reason the Law was given.  In the New Testament we are told of the Remedy.  God Himself came to us in the person of Jesus Christ and in Him we have joy, happiness and abundant life.  This is a wonderful story, and it is a huge invitation for every one of us.  Because of this Gift, we are called to come and be saved.

When we come to this Table, we celebrate the biggest Gift ever given.  This is the reason we come each week with such anticipation and such joy.  Let me read Paul’s explanation of what the Lord Jesus told him about worshiping at this Table.

1 Corinthians 11 – For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

“Power Source”

The church I attended when I was young made a big point of getting us to memorize passages of Scripture.  For that reason, there are many Bible verses that I can easily call to mind to this very day.  I suspect it was the same for many of you.  The text of our Scripture is one of those I learned so long ago.

Romans 1:16 – I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.

Power is one of the really big, important issues of our day.  Fuel and energy make it into the headlines almost daily.  I remember years ago when I was growing up, my dad was a nuclear scientist.  Of course, he was all for nuclear power.  I remember my dad talking about fossil fuels, oil, coal and gas.  100 years ago, people assumed that we have an unlimited supply of these fuels.  Now we know that our power supply is severely limited.  Not only that - we now know that our dependence on fossil fuels is costly, and is damaging to our environment.

Power is critical to our way of life, though.  We depend on power to conquer the world around us.  Power is what we use to conquer the dark and give us light.  We use it to overcome the cold by providing heat.  Power runs the machines that allow us to take charge of our world in so many ways.  We use power, and we are dependent on power for our everyday needs.

The Apostle Paul mentions power in the verse of our Scripture.  It is interesting to see how he uses this idea of power.  Paul says, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel because it is the power of God.”

What is this power, I wondered this week when I read this text.  Let’s take a closer look…  

To start, notice that this verse is written in three parts:

First Paul says, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel.”  Why on earth is he saying this?  It’s sort of like if, just as everyone is sitting down to the table, the hostess announces, “I did NOT put salt in this meatloaf.”  Well why would she say that?  The only reason for such a declaration would be that she thinks someone will accuse her of salting the meatloaf and she wants to cut it off ahead of time.  It’s the same thing as when Mr. Nixon said, “I am not a crook.”  Well, he felt he had to say that because so many people were saying that he WAS a crook.

So, when Paul says, "I am not ashamed of the gospel," we can safely assume that there were reasons why Paul might well have been ashamed of the Gospel - but he insists that he is not. What reasons might those have been?  Well, the Jews, for one, were adamantly accusing him.  “You should be ashamed of yourself, Paul,” they were saying.  “You should be ashamed of preaching that this Jesus, who died, is the Messiah.  Did Jesus win the approval of our high priests, our religious leaders?  NO!  And was he the second King David?  Did he unite all Israel and lead them in armed rebellion against the Romans?  NO!  You should be ashamed of yourself!”

Paul, though, would certainly have told them that they have misunderstood the scriptures about the Messiah.  Jesus was a conqueror.  On our behalf he conquered enemies far more powerful than the Roman legions.  He defeated sin and death.  He also insisted that his kingdom was "not of this world."  It was to be a spiritual kingdom, not an earthly one.  Once you realize these things, the truth about Jesus becomes obvious.  He was the Messiah sent from God!

Then there were the Romans.  They were accusing Paul, too.  “Don’t you know who this Jesus is?” they were asking.  He is a crucified criminal.  Don’t you know what kinds of people are crucified?  We crucify those who commit treason against the government.”  But Paul can say, “No! I am not ashamed.  Even Pilot, the Roman governor, tried Jesus, and he could find no fault in him.  The only reason Pilot had him beaten and crucified was to appease the angry Jewish leaders."

Next, in the second part of this verse, Paul says, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel because it is the power of God.”    

I thought about this, and I asked, “What does that mean, the Gospel is the power of God?”  I think that this would be better translated to say, “The Gospel is the force that God employs for our salvation.”  How can people be saved unless they know about what God has done for them?  The Gospel is the way God has designed of telling us.  It is the instrument that gets into peoples’ ear and explains God’s plan that He sent His Son, the innocent One, to die for us and to take our punishment.  This gospel IS powerful!  It convicts us, it pierces our hearts, it draws us to God, doesn't it?

Lastly the Apostle writes, “For the salvation of everyone who believes: first the Jew, and then the Gentile.”

There is, perhaps, a lot of misunderstanding about what God has done and how we are to relate to God.  Even today, people think that God is in some way like that statue that you see in the US Court of Justice, blindfolded and holding a scale to weigh out our deeds.  “Let’s see,” they see God saying “Is this person good enough to make it?”

The Bible tells an altogether different story.  Scripture says that this in not God’s way.  We are hopelessly sinful, and God is entirely perfect.  His standard is unimaginably high.  The only way we can meet His requirements is to be just as perfect as He is.  

Well, we aren’t like that.  We just can’t be!  The only hope we have is that He may be merciful.  The last thing we want is for God to show us justice.  Please, dear God, do not be just with me!  My only hope is in the depths of your mercy!

The Bible tells us that our God has ALREADY shown mercy to us.  Before we ever called, His mercy was there for us.  Before we ever turned to Him for forgiveness, our salvation was already accomplished.

This is why Paul can exclaim, “The Gospel is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.”

The Gospel is not just the explanation of what God has done.  It is, in fact, a personal invitation to each of us.  When you hear what God has done for you, He is also inviting you to take a hold of His mercy.  Do you know this?  If you have not heard it before today, if you have not accepted Jesus in your life, don’t let another day go by.  Take Him into your life now and make Him your Lord today.

Benediction

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:7
