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How fitting that on this Memorial Day Weekend we come to this Memorial Table.  On Memorial Day we remember servicemen and women who gave their lives to secure and protect the freedom we have in this country.  As we come to this Table we are reminded of an Other who gave His life for us.  Yes, the reason was different, but it is related, nonetheless.  We were slaves to sin, but we are no longer, for He has set us free by the sacrifice of His life on Calvary.  Let me take you to the words of Paul in 1 Corinthians:

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 –  For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he come.
War and Peace

Romans 12:18 – If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.
I have to admit that my sermon title is a bit tongue in cheek.  War and peace is a very large subject and I certainly won’t be able to touch on even a fraction of it here, let alone cover the issues.

Memorial Day means the beginning of summer, doesn’t it? – NOT! – On Memorial Day we’re supposed to remember all of our service men and women who have been killed in serving our great country.  I did a bit of research on the origins of Memorial Day.  I found that it was first celebrated in the 1800s to commemorate the soldiers lost in the Civil War.  It was only after World War I that Memorial Day became a national holiday for the remembrance of all the soldiers who have died for our country all the way back to the Revolutionary War.

As we gather in God’s house on this Memorial Day, I wonder about your thoughts and feelings.  Some of you may personally remember someone who gave his or her life in military service - a friend or family member.  Maybe some of you veterans took part in wartime battles and personally saw others die. 

For most of us it isn't personal, but it is meaningful, nonetheless.  We feel sadness when we think about the cost -the loss of (usually) young lives.  We can all give thanks to God for the sacrifice, the great gift, given by these men and women.  We also may feel pride.  We think about the role which our country plays within the community of nations.  We are proud to be Americans, citizens of the finest, strongest nation to have ever existed.  It is worth preserving and defending!

Christians, though, may feel conflicted about celebrating warriors.  We know that Jesus' ideals centered on giving and forgiving.  Love your neighbor AND love your enemy, right?!  How do we reconcile that with military service?  It's difficult.  There is a tension between Jesus' ideals and what seem to be the necessities of life.  Even Christians disagree sharply about this issue.

My personal thought is that I wish that war was not necessary.  I certainly don’t want my country to be the aggressor.  We should avoid conflicts as much as we possibly can.  But if the other party wants to take what you have, or insists on attacking you, or attacks and oppresses some other innocent party…!  What are you supposed to do?  Fold your arms, stand back, watch it happen, and do nothing?  It is hard for me to imagine that that is what Jesus meant.  (We also should keep in mind that, for the most part, Jesus  spoke about individuals, not nations, so we have to be careful how we apply his words.)

I am often brought back to the statement by Paul in Romans 12:  “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”  See how conditional he makes it.  “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you…”

Paul is saying that if there is anything you can do to smooth things over and avoid conflict and hostilities, then do it!  BUT, if nothing works, and your opponent refuses to live at peace, then maybe defending yourself or rescuing one who is oppressed is justified.  (I believe there is also a corollary to this rule, which is that if you have to take this kind of action, then it should be done with the least amount of damage possible to all concerned.)

Sometimes (I wish it were less often!) the only language someone will understand is physical force.  Someone has to protect America.  Someone has to defend our values, our freedoms, our way of life.  On Memorial Day we thank God that men and women have been willing -and are still willing- to put on the uniform and endure the training so that they can go and stand in evil’s way.  Some have even given their lives.  It seems to me that that is a pretty big price to pay for the freedom that someone else is going to enjoy.  

We should not forget them.

Benediction

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. – 2 Corinthians 13:14
