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Communion Meditation

Many of you have been going to church for a very long and so I know that you’ve heard that the church is not a building; it is made up of people who believe in Jesus Christ.  We are the very Body of Christ.

Now, a church building must have a sound foundation to be strong and stand the test of time.  Just so, the Spiritual Church, the Body of Christ, must also have a strong foundation.  This Spiritual Foundation is Jesus Christ Himself.  He is our Foundation.  What He has done for us, His shed blood, is the sure underpinning of our faith.  It is His act of obedience that becomes our righteousness and is the way in which we will be brought into the Kingdom.

It is this saving act of Christ that we celebrate as a Family of God at this Table each week.  Here, let me read to you from Matthew 26.

Matthew 26:26-29 – While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." 

“Small Packages”

Today being Pentecost, the place that I am going to take you for our Scripture may be different from what you expect.  We are going to look at two parables that Jesus taught that, I believe, foreshadow the birth of the Church.

Matthew 13:31-33 – He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches." 

 He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough."

I’ve often heard it said that, “Good things come in small packages.”  I think this is often meant to be taken literally.  It is very true.  I can think of some very small things that carry a large value.  For example; perhaps in that little package you will find a diamond ring.

Should we apply this to our understanding of the metaphysical, indeed, small things can really amaze us and truly, you wouldn’t think that such a small thing could be so powerful.  Let me tell you what I’m talking about.  We all know that Einstein theorized that if you could only burst open an atom (which is so small that it cannot even be seen!) an enormous amount of energy would be released from it.  He was right, of course, although his idea was derided at the time.

Think of the microprocessor chip that powers a computer.  The most powerful chip that I’ve heard of is capable of performing 128 billion computations a second ( and you can hold it on your fingertip!

Well something like this should come to mind when we read the words of Jesus in His parables of the mustard seed and the yeast.

The mustard seed is the very tiniest seed, yet it grows into a tree.  It is even large enough so that the birds can land it and build their nests.  It’s the same thing with the yeast.  You only have to mix one small teaspoon into a whole lot of flour, and no matter the size of your bowl, given enough time, it will overflow.  It will grow so big that you can hardly believe it is true!

You know what is the most amazing about this?  It is that the seed and the yeast are both dead.  You just have to add water to them, and they begin to grow!  I am continually amazed by this.  It is nothing short of a miracle.  The only explanation lies in God’s creative power.

Jesus has come upon the scene with a very small band of followers.  The claim He makes is outrageous.  “Look,” He says, “See this?  See Me?  I tell you, the Kingdom of God is breaking in upon you this very day in Me.”

The people of Jesus’ time say, “No way!  These are only a few men.  Look at them!  They are lowly rabble.  We know them.  They are fishermen and tax collectors.”

But Jesus says, “You just wait!  You’ll see.  One day, this thing that I’m beginning now will overwhelm you.  It will overtake the whole world.”  Folks, the very idea that what Jesus was talking about might be true was ludicrous!  But that’s not all.  Just look at Him;   executed as a common criminal! Surely nothing so immense could come from this man!  Look at His disciples.  They are clueless.  They don’t even stand by Him.  They have no idea how to handle themselves, let alone spread the message He has left to them.

But, armed with the resurrection of Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the whole picture changes.  In a moment, these hapless men become great warriors of the Gospel.  In just a few years they have taken this story far and wide.  In less than 20 years churches full of believers have been planted all over the entire Roman kingdom.  Today, this Gospel is preached in all of the world!

Today we continue to celebrate the giving of the Gospel and the continued growth of the Church of Jesus Christ.  We are participants in what God is doing!  The mustard seed and the yeast have not been forgotten.

Yes, the Church is sometimes beset with divisions.  There are challenges to faith.  On a personal level, each of us experiences trials so that sometimes we fear that what is happening will be the end of us and of our faith.  Yet, Our God is faithful and He is great.  It was in Him that Jesus prevailed.  In Him the apostles prevailed, and believers like us also will prevail as we make our foundation in Him.

The unbelieving world is watching us.  If we live in our own power we will stay just as nothing -- small mustard seeds, hardly noticeable at all.  But when we trust Our God to see us through, He will do it.  We will grow personally and as a Church, and people will be amazed at the power of Our God.

Benediction

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  2 Corinthians 13:14

