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Communion Meditation

Jesus, on the night that he ate the first Last Supper, mentioned the word “covenant.”  A covenant is an ancient rite that people of olden times engaged in, generally to seal an agreement between nations, although sometimes between families or individuals.  In relation to the Scripture, we speak of the Old Covenant and the New Covenant.

In ancient times it was the custom for an animal to be sacrificed when a covenant was made.  In the original ritual, the act of cutting the animal’s throat was a way of joining in a sign that signified, “May this, and maybe even worse, be done to me should I break this covenant.”

In ancient Israel the Old Covenant was meant to do away with sin.  This was sort of like covenant-keeping in reverse.  The people would come and say, “I know that I have sinned, but I am bringing this innocent animal to die instead of me.”

This is what God has done for us in the person of Jesus Christ.  He is the One who has died in our place.  This is what Jesus means when He says, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.”  Let me read you that passage from 1 Corinthians 13.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 – The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Awesome!

This morning’s Scripture comes from the first few verses of Isaiah 6.  It gives us the account of Isaiah’s call to ministry.

Isaiah 6:1-8 – In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple.  Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.  And they were calling to one another: 
       "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
       the whole earth is full of his glory." 

At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 

"Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.  With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" 
      And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"

I need to begin my remarks this morning with a bit of a disclaimer.  

One person’s experience of an encounter with God may not be exactly the same as another’s.  In fact, I think no one’s experience of encountering God will be exactly alike.

Just look at what happened to the apostle Paul.  There he was, riding on his horse that day, and the Lord came to him in a blinding vision.  He literally was knocked from his horse and became blind!  Well, I have to admit that I have never been knocked from a horse or made blind by the Lord.

Or imagine this story; Jesus is wandering by the Sea of Galilee and there he spies James and John mending their fishing nets.  “Come,” He says, “and follow me.”  They just drop their nets and spend the next three years wandering with Him around the countryside.

Now, when I received my call I dropped what I was doing and went to seminary for three years, so perhaps that was a bit similar.  But really, my experience wasn’t anything like James and John and the rest of the disciples’.

Another thing that we have to think about in relation to a call from God is the question of how to be sure that the experience is genuine.  You need to be able to know that it isn’t just all in your head.  This reminds me of the story of Scrooge in Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol.  When his old partners appear to him, old Scrooge says, “How do I know you are real and not just a dream?”  This is the point.  How is one to know, in such a case, that the experience he is having is real?

That said, I see several aspects of the experience of Isaiah recorded in our Scripture that could – in fact that should – be a part of each of our experience.  These things that we have in common are what I want to concentrate on this morning.  I see four norms of experience here.

First, Isaiah sees God as High.  He is High, Holy and Mighty.  He is on a throne.  He is the King and the Judge.  Isaiah sees divine beings flying around Him shouting, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord.”  

Perhaps, had Isaiah been a teenager today, he would have exclaimed, “Awesome!”  Isaiah’s experience of God began with awe.  He found himself in awe of a God who is High and Holy.

I wonder what your conception of God is.  Is your God majestic?  He should be.  Perhaps sadly, though, the way we act and pray and think of God only when we need something would lead one to believe that we think of God as our servant.  We seem to think that he is there to serve our needs and whims.  This is the very opposite of how we should view God.  We are His servants!

Next, in seeing God as High and Holy, Isaiah perceives himself as unworthy.  Have you ever heard someone say they wanted “to crawl into a hole?”  This is the feeling that Isaiah experienced.  He said, “I am ruined.  Woe is me.”  What is the crime that he had committed?  It was that his sinful eyes had looked upon God.  “Woe is me!  My sinful eyes have seen the King.  My life is forfeit.”  Should any of us have this experience we should feel the same level of unworthiness.

The third thing for us to notice is that God provided a remedy for Isaiah’s condition.  We are told that the seraph took a coal and touched it to Isaiah’s lips, symbolizing that God has taken his sin away.  Clearly, it is not Isaiah who came up with this plan.  Isaiah knows he can never be acceptable to the presence of God.  All he can do is admit that he’s a sinful creature and hope that this Judge will be merciful.  The Judge is merciful, and He has made a way to cleanse Isaiah.

Finally, in the last part of the story, God asks, “Whom shall I send?  Who will go?”

We see here that God doesn’t point to Isaiah and designate him for the job.  No, God simply announces a sort of general call.  He just says, “We need someone for this mission.  Who will go?”  God gives Isaiah the opportunity and privilege to step forward and volunteer.  When Isaiah volunteers God accepts him and marks him as the instrument that He will use to speak His message to His people.

It seems to me that the story’s culminates in the sending of Isaiah.  The point of this story is that Isaiah is saved for a purpose. – It is God’s purpose to save Isaiah so that He can use him in His plan.

Can you see that this is the same way God calls us?

· We should see God as High and Holy, Exalted and Lifted-up.

· We should view our own unworthiness before Him and know that we are hopelessly undone in His sight.

· We should rely on the mercy of God alone to save us.

· And when He has saved us; then He says, “I want to use you” for a purpose that is to do work in His Church. 

I hope that when you hear his call you, like Isaiah, will rise to the occasion and say, “Lord, here I am.  Send me.”

Benediction

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving power among all nations.  Psalm 19:14

