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Human beings do not fully understand who God is.  We struggle to put into words even the little bits that we do understand.  One of the ways the inspired biblical writers do this is to use illustrations from everyday life.  One of the most common illustrations in the New Testament is to understand God as a Father.  He is a good, loving father who provides for us.  God provides for our daily needs.  God has also provided for our eternal salvation through Jesus Christ.  It is that wonderful plan of salvation, provided to us by our loving heavenly father, that we celebrate as we come around this table.  The bread and cup vividly remind us of Jesus' broken body and spilled blood through which atonement was graciously made for us.

1 Cor. 11:23-26 - For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

"Jesus Loves the Little Children"

Mark 10:16-18 - And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. "Good teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

 "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—except God alone. 


There's a song that I learned as a child.  If you know it, I want you to sing it with me:  "Jesus loves the little children; all the children of the world.  Red and yellow, black and white, they are precious in his sight.  Jesus loves the little children of the world."


Our Scripture tell us of an altercation between Jesus and his disciples.  Many times Jesus confronts people who oppose him and his message.  But a lot of the time it is Jesus' own disciples who need to be rebuked and corrected.  Here is such an instance.  People were bringing little children to Jesus.  One gospel writer mentions babies.  They were bringing the children to him so that he would touch them and bless them.  The disciples see this, and stop it, sending the parents and children away.  The text doesn't say why they did this.  Maybe they thought that parents wanting Jesus to bestow "good luck" on their children was a waste of Jesus' time.  To be fair, I think that part of the disciples' task was to protect Jesus' space and his time, keeping annoyances out of the way so that he could carry on his ministry unhindered. 


Despite the fact that the disciples' motives were probably good, Jesus sees what they are doing, and rebukes them for it.  It is okay with him for the little children to be brought to him!  "Let the little children come to me!  Do not hinder them," he says.


Of course, we all know that Jesus uses this event to teach the disciples an important lesson about the Kingdom of God.  He makes an illustration of it (as he so often does).  He says, "If anyone does not receive the Kingdom of God like a little child, he will never enter it!"  People must realize that God is a gracious and loving father.  He is like the father of the prodigal son.  Remember that story over in Luke's gospel?  The son takes his share of the inheritance early in life and leaves home.  He lives a pretty bad life, wasting his time and money until he has nothing.  But when he returns home his father, who loves him in spite of his mistakes, runs out to meet him, and forgives him for everything.  Likewise all of us must admit our sins and come to God sincerely seeking forgiveness.  And, Jesus insists, God will accept us and welcome us!


But there is another aspect of this story that I don't want us to forget.  Jesus ACTUALLY LOVED those little children!  He was a loving, caring MAN.


Many men in our culture, especially the older ones, grew up in era in which boys and men were taught that showing emotions other than sternness, anger or aggression is not "manly."  Men are supposed to be stoic and hard.  They're not supposed to express feelings such as love, tenderness, and sympathy.


I'm here to tell you, the Bible never advises men to be and to act this way!  If anything, the leading men of the NT - Jesus, Paul, John, Peter- are sensitive people who are attentive to the needs of others.  And not just to their physical needs, but also to their emotional and spiritual needs.  


Of course, the New Testament also tells us that these Christian men were also fearless defenders of the faith who bravely stood up for God's Way against ridiculous odds.  They were willing to suffer all kinds of sacrifices in order to be obedient to their calling.  So, they were certainly not wimps or weaklings!


The culture we live in makes its own rules without the slightest deferrence to Jesus!  American culture is not Christian, in many respects.  It teaches men that the most important pursuit in life is the pursuit of wealth and power.  The dollar bill is God.  It is to be served and worshipped at all costs!  The Bible paints a very different picture of who God's children are supposed to be!


Today is Father's Day.  Dads do a lot for us, usually without a lot of fanfare and applause.  Today we thank them for being Godly men -like Jesus- and we thank God for them!

