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Dr. Kenneth Wilbur

Communion Meditation

Today, as you know, is Fathers Day.  Good fathers provide for their children.  They even make sacrifices for their children.  What do they want in return?  Well, they certainly want their children to benefit from the sacrifices they've made.  And they want their love to be returned to them - they want to be loved back!

God has provided for us, hasn't he?  In fact, the symbols of his sacrificial love are here at this table - Jesus' own body and blood offered on the Cross for our sins.  God made this sacrifice for us.  We, in turn, reach out and receive his forgiveness, and we love him.

Let me read to you from Matthew 26.

Matthew 26:26-29 – While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." 

“Father Takes the Lead”

Acts 16:22-34 – The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten. After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. Upon receiving such orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody's chains came loose. The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We are all here!" 

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 

They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household." Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized. The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole family.

In a congregation this size, it's safe to assume that some of us had good fathers and some had fathers who were not so good.  On this Fathers Day I want to concentrate on the good ones.  Those fortunate enough to have had a good father know that they learned a lot from their dad.  What's important in life?  What is it that will make me happy?  What will make my Dad proud?  These are issues that fathers can help us to work out.  Life is very uncertain.  What is the best, wisest way to approach it?  What aspects of human character should I cultivate?


You know, there aren't many fathers we can look at in the New Testament.  How many exemplary fathers can you think of from the pages of the New Testament?  Name five of them!  Name ONE of them!  Well, maybe we could look at Jesus' father, Joseph, or John the Baptist's father, Zechariah.  But there aren't many.  Part of the reason for that is that, unlike the Old Testament, which was written little by little over the course of 1000 or 1500 years, the New Testament was written in a relatively short period of time.  Not enough time elapsed for it to recount the exploits of several generations of Christians.


But I thought of one as I thought about a Fathers Day sermon - the Philippian jailer.  We're told that he was the head of a household.  That's not much to go on, but it implies that he had a wife and kids, doesn't it?  So, he's a father.  He appears to be a normal guy.  He had pursued a career.  As the "keeper" of a prison maybe he was a soldier.  Or maybe he was a kind of 1st century policeman.  In any case, when we meet him in Acts 16 he's a guard.


The magistrates had told him to guard Paul and Silas carefully, so he put them in the innermost chamber of the prison and put their feet in stocks.  Maybe the magistrates were worried that Paul and Silas might make a break for it, as any prisoner might.  Maybe they were afraid that the angry Jewish mob, which had tried to tear Paul and Silas limb from limb, might try to rush the jail and finish the job.  Maybe they were afraid that Paul and Silas' Christian followers might try to break in and free them.  It's pretty safe to assume, however, that the last thing anyone expected was the earthquake God sent, which loosed all their bonds!


God, though, had special plans for this jailer, and part of that plan centered on the fact that he was a husband and father.


It's interesting to see how God prepared the jailer, and made him receptive to the Gospel message.  He had seen Paul and Silas beaten and imprisoned for their faith.  At midnight, he (and all the prisoners) had heard Paul and Silas singing praises to God.  When the earthquake occurred, Paul and Silas did not flee, but stayed where they were.  In so doing, they saved the jailer's life.  Amazed and trembling, the young man fell at Paul's feet and uttered those famous words, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  Paul gave him the astonishing answer, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved."  He wanted to know what he had to DO to win God's favor, but all he has to do is believe the good news!


Not only that, but Paul says that his whole family should hear the gospel.  The jailer brings them out of the prison, washes their wounds, and brings them to his house, where his whole household hears the gospel and believes.  They are baptized, and then Paul and Silas are given a meal in the jailer's house.


This story shows us one man who allowed God to enter his life.  He perceived God at work in the people around him, and placed his faith in God.  He also saw to it that his whole family heard what had happened, and they joined him in his new-found faith.


This is the challenge for us today, men!  We must look at the throne of our hearts and see who is sitting on it.  In many cases we are on that throne, calling the shots.  That's the way it was for this jailer until that fateful day when Paul and Silas were handed over to him.  But once he heard the gospel message of God's love in Christ he stepped down!  From that moment onward Jesus Christ was the one calling the shots, sitting on the throne.  Not only so, but he also encouraged his spouse and children to hear and believe!  THAT made him a good man and a good father!   

Benediction

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. - 1 Timothy 1:17
