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Dr. Kenneth Wilbur

Communion Meditation

I’m really not trying to be unpatriotic here this morning, but according to all of the New Testament teachings we are citizens of one place – and it’s not USA.  As Christians we are citizens of Heaven.  We have already been purchased by the blood of Christ and we belong to Him.  That’s what the Bible says.  He is our first obligation.  We have to recognize it.  There are people who live in other countries where they cannot be comfortable in getting cozy with their government.  As Americans we are fortunate.  At least up until now, we have freedom to worship God and to obey our government at the same time.  Whether, or how long, it will stay this way, we don’t know.  But we have to remember that our first allegiance must always be to Him.

As we come to this Table we are reminded of our first responsibility.  These Symbols remind us of the high price Jesus paid to redeem us from the slave market of sin.  Let me read you the words of Paul in 1 Corinthians.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 – For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Rappahannock Christian Church enjoyed a stirring hour of patriotic worship with Scripture reading, prayer and singing.  We wish you could have been there.  I hope what follows will give a flavor of our service.

The following reading was read responsively:

Love the Lord, Your God

If My people who are called by My name

Will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face,

And turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven,

And forgive their sin and heal their land.

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,

With all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

There is no other commandment greater than these.

Love does no harm to a neighbor;

Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

Whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them,

For this is the Law and the Prophets.

Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities.

For there is no authority except from God,

And the authorities that exist are appointed by God.

Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God,

And those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.

Render therefore to all their due;

Taxes to whom taxes are due, 

Customs to whom customs,

Fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.

Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake,

Whether to the king as supreme, or to governors, 

As to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers

 And for the praise of those who do good.

For this is the will of God,

That by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men –

As free, yet not using your liberty as a cloak for vice, but as servants of God.

Honor all people.

Love the brotherhood.

Fear God.

Honor the king.

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

With all your soul, with all your mind,  

and with all your strength.

Special Music

Alex Dillard sang Bless This House.  He asked us to consider that the words were especially pertinent to the request of a blessing on our country.

Bless this house, Oh Lord we pray

Make it safe by night and day

Bless these walls so firm and stout

Keeping want and trouble out

Bless the roof and chimneys tall

Let thy peace lie over all

Bless this door that it may prove

Ever open to joy and love

(Bless these windows shining bright)

(Letting in God’s heavenly light)

Bless the hearth, a-blazing there

With smoke ascending like a prayer

Bless the people here within

Keep them pure and free from sin

Bless us all that we may be

Fit Oh Lord to dwell with thee

Bless us all that we, one day, may dwell

Oh Lord, we pray

Patriotic Sing Fest

In conclusion we sang a number of patriotic hymns of prayer and praise for our country.  Perhaps you know these and will take a moment to praise God and ask His blessing along with us.

My Country ‘Tis of Thee

The Battle Hymn of The Republic

America The Beautiful

“America The Beautiful” is one of our Church Family’s favorite patriotic hymns.  Pastor Ken read us the following story about its history.

There’s more to “America The Beautiful” than meets the ear.  The words were written atop Pikes Peak, the music on a linen shirt cuff aboard a steamship at sea.  The composer of the music and the author of the poem never met.  Words and music were written years apart: the poem by a woman, the music by a man.  They were both teachers.

The woman, Katherine Lee Bates, was a highly energized patriot and English professor at Wellesley College, in Massachusetts.  In the 1890s Bates headed west to teach summer school at Colorado College.  At summer’s end, she hiked to the top of Pikes Peak in the Rockies.  Upon reaching the summit, Bates took one look at the magnificent view before her and the poem literally unfurled in her mind.

The poem caught on like wildfire once it was published in a church journal in New England.  Dozens of melodies were composed fro it by its numerous musical admires.  Somewhere along the way a minister and his wife or Lake Avenue Baptist Church in Rochester, New York, searched through their church hymnal for a melody that might fit the poem’s meter.  They found “O Mother Dear Jerusalem” by Samuel Augustus Ward, a music teacher and organist.  The words to “America,” as it was then called, fit perfectly.  So did “Auld Lang Syne” for that matter.  And “Amazing Grace.”  Many poems can be sung to Sam Ward’s stately and soaring melody.

“America The Beautiful” went on to become one of our most revered patriotic anthems, and it is without question the most beautifully composed of them all.  Whereas “The Star Spangled Banner,” our official anthem, is arguably the most stirring and impassioned, “America The Beautiful” is regarded as the most poetic and more reflective of our country – purple mountains majesties above the fruited plain – and the American dream –

brotherhood from sea to shining sea.

On a more sad note, while the author, Bates, lived to see the success of her poem, Samuel Ward died a few years it was combined with his music and so he never got to hear the beautiful result of his work.

Benediction:

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. ~ Philippians 4:7

