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Communion Meditation

Justice!  It’s a word folks heard in Sunday School this morning.  I used it during the children’s sermon and I’ll be using it several times during this morning’s message.

Do you want justice?

Usually we do.  But with God we don’t want to receive justice.  If God treated us justly we would be condemned, hopeless!  With God we want mercy.  We want God to be kind, merciful and forgiving!  And mercy is what we see represented in the elements on this table.  God sent His Son to die on the cross, placing the just judgement for sin on Him, so that He could lavish on us His love and His grace.

Here in 1 Corinthians 11 we have the words of Paul concerning that night.

Fair Play

Psalm 82 - God presides in the great assembly; 
       he gives judgment among the "gods": 

 2 "How long will you defend the unjust 
       and show partiality to the wicked? 
       Selah 

 3 Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; 
       maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed. 

 4 Rescue the weak and needy; 
       deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 

 5 "They know nothing, they understand nothing. 
       They walk about in darkness; 
       all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

 6 "I said, 'You are "gods"; 
       you are all sons of the Most High.' 

 7 But you will die like mere men; 
       you will fall like every other ruler." 

 8 Rise up, O God, judge the earth, 
       for all the nations are your inheritance.

Have you ever experienced unfairness in your life?  Of course!  We all have.  What I’m especially thinking about here is not the seeming unfairness of tragedy and natural disaster.  I'm thinking about suffering injustice and unfairness at the hands of other people.  Perhaps you have been blamed for something you didn’t do, or misquoted, or terribly misunderstood.  Maybe you were passed over for a promotion you felt you should have gotten.

When I was a student, I worked as a house painter in the summer.  One summer a guy came to work with us who had spent many years driving big trucks for a delivery company.  He was a very good driver – perfect driving record and all of that.  When a managerial position came open he applied for it, but it went to a younger person who was related to a high ranking executive in the company.  He was so mad at the unfairness of this that he quit his job over it!

People do experience unfairness in life.  Many of the psalms express this deeply.  This psalm is specifically talking about how sometimes within the legal system of Israel uniform justice was not being handed down.

The psalm can be pretty hard to follow at the first glance, so let's go through it and try to make sense out of what the Psalmist is saying.  First, notice that the psalm begins and ends with a depiction of God as the Judge of the world.  When we see a passage “bookended” like this, it’s a pretty good clue that the righteousness and judgment of God are its subject.  In the middle, God calls upon men to make sure everyone gets justice, and especially the most vulnerable ones among them.  I’m pretty sure He’s talking specifically to the rulers and judges in the legal system.  Remember, because Israel was a theocracy, these people were the direct representatives of God himself.  They were supposed to be acting and doing as God would himself.

The heart of the psalm appears in verse 2 with the question, “How long will you defend the unjust and show partiality to the wicked?”  Here we have the crux of God’s complaint.  The next verses tell us what He expects instead.  Notice the series of imperatives (commands).

· Defend the weak!

· Maintain the rights of the poor!

· Rescue the weak!

· Deliver them from the hand of the wicked!

It’s clear that God is not happy about what is happening.  He wants the rulers of His people to act differently - to mete out God's own justice, and to do it fairly.  

I believe we can expand this to apply it to ordinary people as well.  All of us understand justice and fair play.  It is, after all, an ideal of our country…”liberty and justice for all,” you know?  Justice is not supposed to be swayed by anything other than the facts.  Those who administer justice are not to rule in favor of the rich over the poor or for their countryman over the foreigner. 

This must be hard to do - especially in the small towns and villages of ancient Israel. (Well, not so unlike the situation we have in our own small counties and towns!)  Judges are people too.  They usually were not full-time judges, but were farmers and businessmen.  Their own livelihood, perhaps even their safety and that of their families, could be put in jeapordy by ruling against some powerful person.  They had personal reasons to skew justice!

Being fair is even difficult within the Church.  I shouldn't pick on these guys, but the men who coordinated our efforts during Operation Inasmuch had a hard time, in my opinion, being entirely fair and even-handed.  The Coordinators were mostly middle-aged white men.  And, when it came time to choose leaders for the projects we were going to undertake, who did they choose?  Other middle-aged white men!  WELL, you can't trust young people to do a good job!  You can't trust those black folks to do a good job!  You certainly can't trust women to do a good job!  (They didn't actually say these things, but it had to be what they were thinking, given the choices they made!)  And this was all in spite of the fact that they were told by the Planning Team, in no uncertain terms, NOT to let this happen!

And remember - these men are good people, dedicated Christians trying to do some good in the community!  If such good Christian people think and act in this biased, slanted way, what chance do the weak, the poor, those living at the margins of our society have in the secular world?  And I'm not just talking about what happens in court!  I'm talking about our own everyday actions, words, decisions.

God calls upon us Christians to think in HIS ways.  And those ways often defy and contradict what the general culture tells us to do.

Being just and fair is hard to do, make no mistake.

It reminds me of a book of essays that came out a few years ago by Robert Fulgham: All I Need to Know I learned in Kindergarten.   The author says that if, as adults, we would act as we were taught in kindergarten, we would

· Share our things

· Be kind to one another

· Clean up after ourselves

· Live a balanced life of work, play and learning

Life would be much better for us and the world if we simply obeyed these principles of fair play.

This is not complicated, but it’s hard because the natural human tendency is in a different direction.  God says that we are to act contrary to our own ways and to adopt His ways instead.  I hope that as a Church Family we will all realize that God wants us to act with justice and fairness and to be kind and loving and forgiving.

Benediction

To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen 1 Timothy 1:17

