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I keep seeing ads on TV for a series that is supposed to air this fall about heroes.  It shows some terrible disaster occurring, and lots of people running away to safety.  But it then shows firefighters, policemen and other emergency responders going INTO the danger zone.  They are heroes, because they put their own safety at risk to help their fellow citizens.

The greatest hero of them all was, of course, Jesus Christ.  He offered up his life on the cross to rescue us from the deadly dangers of sin and death.  Here at this Table are Bread and Cup, reminders of his heroic sacrifice for us.  Let me read the words of the Apostle Paul in I Corinthians about this Remembrance:

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 – For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

God Makes Her Secure

Psalm 48:1-14 – Great is the LORD, and most worthy of praise, 
       in the city of our God, his holy mountain. 

 2 It is beautiful in its loftiness, 
       the joy of the whole earth. 
       Like the utmost heights of Zaphon [a] is Mount Zion, 
       the [b] city of the Great King. 

 3 God is in her citadels; 
       he has shown himself to be her fortress. 

 4 When the kings joined forces, 
       when they advanced together, 

 5 they saw her and were astounded; 
       they fled in terror. 

 6 Trembling seized them there, 
       pain like that of a woman in labor. 

 7 You destroyed them like ships of Tarshish 
       shattered by an east wind. 

 8 As we have heard, 
       so have we seen 
       in the city of the LORD Almighty, 
       in the city of our God: 
       God makes her secure forever. 
       Selah 

 9 Within your temple, O God, 
       we meditate on your unfailing love. 

 10 Like your name, O God, 
       your praise reaches to the ends of the earth; 
       your right hand is filled with righteousness. 

 11 Mount Zion rejoices, 
       the villages of Judah are glad 
       because of your judgments. 

 12 Walk about Zion, go around her, 
       count her towers, 

 13 consider well her ramparts, 
       view her citadels, 
       that you may tell of them to the next generation. 

 14 For this God is our God for ever and ever; 
       he will be our guide even to the end.

Every summer my daughter, Lauren, has to read three books and report on them for school.  I usually end up also reading them.  Hey, I'm paying for them, why shouldn't I read them?!  They're usually pretty good.  I just finished reading one that takes place in China.  It's called Snow Flower and the Secret Fan.  The women in the story have it pretty rough.  Their village is ravaged by Typhoid fever.  Then there's a civil war and the people have to flee into the freezing mountains, bringing little more with them than the clothes on their backs.  There are so many perils to be faced; cold, hunger, enemies, disease, accident.  The whole time you're wondering, "When will life settle down?  When will these poor people be secure?"

Some people never find security and peace in this life.  Even when things are going well, they can never be at peace because they're always worried about what MIGHT happen!  But what if you knew there was One who controlled the future AND you knew that this One was on your side?  Wouldn't that make a difference?

That's the point of view of the writer of Psalm 48.  He says that God is in control.  God is mighty.  God dwells in the temple in the city on the hill -Jerusalem.  I think this picture of God high up on the Temple Mount is meant not just literally, but in a spiritual sense, too. God high and great!  In the second half of the psalm he goes on to say that, although God is high and holy and great, God also cares for every one of his children!  God is MY rock and MY fortress!

All of this is wonderful.  However, some people in ancient times (and in modern times, too, if the truth is told) took these wonderful truths in some very wrong directions.  They developed a theology of the inviolability of the temple and of the city of Jerusalem.  In other words, they claimed that the city was absolutely secure.  Nothing bad could ever happen to it.  The temple became for them like a lucky charm.  They believed that they were safe from all harm.  They could take any risks whatsoever.  They could ignore the warnings of the prophets about their sins and their faithlessness.  Sadly, they were in for a rude awakening.  Imagine their shock and disbelief when the prophets told them that God himself was going to destroy his own temple and, with it, the city of Jerusalem.  Well, they didn't believe it until it came true.

But wait a minute!  If everyone in the city suffered when the end finally came, then what was the use of faith and of faithfulness?  How is God "my Rock and my Fortress" if harmful things can happen to me?  What's the point in believing?  Why should I cultivate a relationship with God, and try to be attuned to God's ways and to God's will?  How are our lives any different from the lives of those who refuse to believe?

Well, if you just look at outward appearance there may not be all that much difference.  Sometimes we prosper.  We work, go to school, recreate.  We get jobs, have a good income, have healthy children and loyal friends.  But sometimes hardship and tragedy strike.  We lose our jobs, our house burns down and our children fall ill and die.

The difference is not on the outside; it's on the inside.  We of the household of faith know that nothing can defeat, nothing can thwart, the will of God.  Whatever happens, God has allowed it.  Prosperity and hardship -both- are God's means of shaping us, using us to accomplish his purposes.  When hardships come, maybe God is using them to teach us to trust him more; to be in the habit of prayer, to rely on God and to find comfort and strength in him and in the community of faith.  Maybe we are using our resources selfishly or even (God forbid!) hurting others, and God needs to shake us up, remind us that we are not in control.  We have what we have and do what we do at God's pleasure.  Perhaps God calls on us to make hard choices and sacrifices to benefit others.  Sacrifices can hurt!  Maybe others are watching us to see how we react when trouble comes.  I think that there are also times when God wants us to experience adversity so that we will be in a position, down the road, to sympathize with others.  See?  There are all kinds of reasons why God might allow pain in our lives.  So, when people tell you that if you just believe nothing painful can ever happen to you, you must realize that this is nothing more than shallow foolishness.  It is not biblical truth.

Let me end by singing you a song written by Andre Crouch called, "Through It All."  It was written at a time when the songwriter had been very ill in the hospital, and many had given up on him, thinking he would surely die.  I won't sing the whole thing, but here's the first verse and the chorus:

"I've had many tears and sorrows

I've had questions for tomorrow

There've been times I didn't know right from wrong.

But in every situation God gave blessed consolation

That my trials come to only make me strong.

And, through it all, through it all

I've learned to trust in Jesus, I've learned to trust in God

Through it all, through it all

I've learned to depend upon His Word."

Benediction

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  2 Corinthians 13:14
