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Communion Meditation

When we come to this Table I think we should be thinking of it as a two-way street.  I think that often we think that how this works is that God offers and we receive, and that is true.  But I think it is more than that.  I think this Table is given to us for a remembrance that we already have received.  We have received forgiveness.  We have received salvation and a place in God's Kingdom.  The other side of this coin is our response.  We respond to this love by coming to church, by singing His praise, and when we leave this place, we respond by doing His work.  This is the way I want you to view the two-way street that this Table represents.  Let me read what the Apostle Paul had to say about it in 1 Corinthians.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 - The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Master Builder

Our Scripture today is a Messianic prophecy.  You know that a river has to have a source, a headwater.  Well, this may not be THE headwater, the single source of the story of the Messiah in the Old Testament, but we can at least say that it's the source of one of the main tributaries!  It's a very, very important passage of Scripture.

2 Samuel 7:1-17 - After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around him, he said to Nathan the prophet, "Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent." 

Nathan replied to the king, "Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you." 

That night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying: 

"Go and tell my servant David, 'This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to dwell in?  I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling.  Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" ' 

"Now then, tell my servant David, 'This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel.  I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth.  And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies. 
       " 'The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you:  When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom.  He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men.  But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.' " 

Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation.

So let’s be honest, here…suppose someone offered (with no strings attached) to build you a house far better than the one you have now. Would you refuse it? ( Well, in this story God refuses David’s offer to build Him a great house.

Let’s go back and take a look at the life of David.  He is a mature man by the time of this story, but as a youth David had had aspirations for his life just like all of us do.  David wanted to become a warrior.  As it turned he did become a very great and strong warrior.  He was a terrifically successful warrior.  He had made it his whole career.  He became famous as a military commander, a wise and strategic planner.  He was prized by those whom he served and he rose in the ranks to become commander and then the very king of Israel.

Here we are at the midst of David’s reign as king.  Many of his great achievements are behind him.  Having enjoyed a considerable degree of success, he begins to think not only about success; he wants to achieve significance.  He wants to use his position to glorify God.

You know, I feel a bit bad for David.  In this story he offers to build God a fine house (temple) and God tells him, “No, you’re not going to build my house.”

Listen again.  It is like God turns David’s offer on its head.  David says to God, “Let me build a magnificent house for you.”  But God says, “No.  I don’t want you to build me a house.  Instead, I will build a house for you.”  Here God isn’t talking about a fine palace or some sort.  He is using the word house in a different, figurative way. When God says, “I will build you a house,” He is promising to make a dynasty from David’s family.  Unlike Saul, whom God had rejected and David had usurped, David’s son and his sons would reign over God’s people.  

What I want to do is look at the promise that God made to David.  It has two streams of fulfillment.  One is immediate, the other future.  Immediately, God says, “I will put your son on the throne after you.  I will establish his kingdom.”  This happens exactly like God promised.  Solomon DID become king after David, and Solomon's sons after him, and so on.  It is an immediate fulfillment.

But then we hear God promise to establish David’s kingdom for ever and ever!  How can this be?  David’s offspring are not the kings of Israel today.  David’s sons only ruled Israel for a few hundred years, until they were taken into the Babylonian captivity. Today, Israel has had no king for many centuries.

I believe what we see here is that these words of God are to be taken two ways.  There is an immediate fulfillment in King Solomon, but there is also a remote meaning and fulfillment to God's words.  One day, you see, another "son of David" would be born, and would establish another kingdom -God's spiritual kingdom, which is an everlasting kingdom.  Who is this son of David?  Why, it is none other than Jesus Christ, Who established the eternal Kingdom to which you and I belong!  All peoples on earth are invited to take part in this kingdom YOU are invited!

This son of David, Jesus Christ, was a warrior, like his father David.  He waged battle against sin and death ( AND HE WON!  His resurrection is the proof of His victory.  Death was not able to keep its hold on him.  He defeated sin and death, and now all of us are invited to come, by faith, and receive forgiveness for our sins and receive life everlasting.

What are your aspirations today?  Are your hopes only for immediate things?  Or, perhaps, like David, you want more than material successes.  You want your life to be part of something much bigger, something much more important.  You want "significance" as you serve and praise God with your life.  I pray that this is what you want, and that you will receive Christ's offer of life right now, and that you will dedicate your life to God's service.

Benediction

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  2 Corinthians 13:14
