Rappahannock Christian Church – 7/26/09

Dr. Kenneth Wilbur

Communion Meditation

When I think about it, I find an irony in gathering around this Table – these Elements – each week.  This irony is especially keen in the Cup.  The Cup is symbolic of Jesus blood spilled for us.  And here’s what I think is ironic…wine, grape juice and blood cause some of the worst kind of stains.  Yet, this is the symbol God has chosen to teach us of the way He cleanses our soul from sin.

As we partake of the Bread and the Cup today, we are to remember that Jesus died on the cross because we are hopelessly stained and damaged with sin.  He died to cleanse us and wash us and make us acceptable to God.  Let me read the account of that night.

Matthew 26:26-29 – While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body."  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." 
“O That Salvation Would Come!”

There are a couple of parts of the psalm that I have chosen as our Scripture this morning that will be pulled together.  We’ll also be taking our study to the New Testament writings, where the Apostle Paul quotes parts of this psalm to teach us about salvation.

Psalm 14:1-7 - The fool  says in his heart, 
       "There is no God." 
       They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; 
       there is no one who does good. 

  The LORD looks down from heaven 
       on the sons of men 
       to see if there are any who understand, 
       any who seek God. 

  All have turned aside, 
       they have together become corrupt; 
       there is no one who does good, 
       not even one. 

  Will evildoers never learn— 
       those who devour my people as men eat bread 
       and who do not call on the LORD ? 

  There they are, overwhelmed with dread, 
       for God is present in the company of the righteous. 

  You evildoers frustrate the plans of the poor, 
       but the LORD is their refuge. 

  Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! 
       When the LORD restores the fortunes of his people, 
       let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad! 

I suppose it is in philosophy class that the question is mainly asked; “What is the human condition?”  Religion asks this question, too.  “Are men basically good or evil?”  

Popular philosophy holds, (and likely all of us would like to believe this) that people are basically good.  In fact, the answer may lie somewhere in between.  Men do seem to have good as well as evil traits.  But if you wanted to maintain that people are basically good, then what you're saying is that we could do away with all laws, right?  Take away government and the police, and things would be fine.  People would, by nature, do what is good and right, honest and compassionate.  Unfortunately we all know that this is not the case.  This reminds me of the words of James Madison, that famous Virginia statesman, when he said, “If men were angels no government would be necessary.”

Well, people aren’t angels!

Does it mater how we answer this question?  Does the answer make a difference in our relationship to God?  The Bible gives a clear answer to this question.  The answer to this question has a direct bearing on another; do we need forgiveness, do we need cleansing and healing and the mending of our brokenness?  If, foundationally, we are good, then we do not.

The individual who wrote Psalm 14 takes a very bleak view of the human condition.  “There is no one good,” he says, "not even one."  So here we have a righteous person looking around to see if he has any company.  But all around him he sees corruption and greed and self-centeredness.  Maybe he was hearing (as some of us undoubtedly are hearing today) the very opposite of his opening statement.  The psalmist maintains that, “The fool says in his heart there is no God.”  But I think those around him are saying, “Only an idiot would believe in God!  Only a fool actually tries to live a righteous life!”

Now this is a sad state of affairs, for the psalmist is not a pagan, living in a pagan country.  He is an Israelite, a God-fearer, living amongst God’s chosen people.  These are the people to whom God has shown the abundance of His grace and love.  The other thing I would point out about Psalm 14 is that, in it we are offered no remedy for this situation.  In the end the psalmist groans with a great hope for the future, “O that salvation would come!”

Now, turn with me to the book of Romans, chapter 3, where Paul quotes Psalm 14.  He says, beginning in verse 9, “What shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at all! We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. As it is written: ‘There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.’”  He goes on to use a literary device called “pearl stringing,” in which he strings several different Scriptures together to make one thought, and he starts here with Psalms 14.  Paul says, “Yes, this is true, even of my fellow Jews.”  You see, the Jews of Paul’s day had a name for the Gentiles.  They called them “Gentile sinners.”  Paul says, “You shouldn’t be saying this.  You shouldn’t be thinking that you’re any better.  We are ALL sinners.”  Elsewhere he says that even our best efforts at doing good look like filthy rags to God!

But unlike the psalmist, Paul has good news to tell.  “God has come,” he says.  “The Lord has acted! He has completed His plan that was only hoped for by the psalmist.”  Now God has completed His work on our behalf.  He has sent His only Son and He died so that grace could be obtained.  Now everyone can receive Him and be cleansed from their sin.

I remember a peanuts cartoon that I like.  In this cartoon, Lucy is talking with her brother, Linus.  Linus wants to become a doctor, and Lucy says, “You could never be a doctor.  You don’t love mankind.”  Linus replies, “I like mankind.  It’s people I can’t stand!”

We shouldn’t be blinded by our modern culture, which says that mankind is good and lovely.  We are all sinners in need of God’s forgiveness.  Have you realized this?  Have you realized that God loves you so much that He sent Jesus Christ to die for your sins?

Benediction

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask of think, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever.  Amen.  Ephesians 3:20-21
