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Communion Meditation

As we come to this Table we want to be true to the intent of the Lord Jesus Christ when he told us to take the Bread and the Cup in hand and as often as we do that we should remember Him.

There are several ways we can understand this.  One is that these elements are not just something that we should receive, but we also should, I think, remember the Lord Jesus Christ’s example to us.  Jesus put upon Himself a cloak of servanthood.  This wasn’t what people expected of Him, but Jesus became the ultimate Servant by dying for us.  He asks us to also become servants as we look to His death and in Him we see an example of how we should live in servanthood to God.  I’ll read the story of how He gave us this communion from the book of Matthew.

Matthew 26:26-29 – While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." 

Servants

Today I want to begin a several-part sermon series with you on Paul’s letter to the Romans.  This is one of the foundational doctrinal books of the New Testament.  As such, it is one we should visit frequently.

Romans 1:1-7 – Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 

To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Do you ever write letters?  

I was thinking about Paul writing this letter, and I got to asking myself when the last time I wrote a letter in my own hand to send to someone even was.  Whenever I want to communicate with someone now, I do it electronically.  Sometimes I might type what I  need to say and print it so that it can be sent in the mail, but most often I just send e-mail.

I’m trying to think of an analogy of what we do to what Paul was doing here.  In e-mail it is possible to create a group of people and send a copy of some correspondence to all of the people in the group at the same time.  I often do this with the many meetings of committees that I’m on.  Paul is writing to a group of Christians.  All of these folks have a common mission and task.

Another analogy might be our church Newsletter.  As pastor, I always write a little article for the newsletter that is meant for everyone to read.  But even this is a little bit different, because, whereas I know most of the people who will receive the newsletter, Paul says that he has never been to Rome!  He doesn’t really know these people.  Yet, as he sits down to write, he has a clear purpose in mind for what he wants to tell them.  Our task as we set out in this study is to discover what he is trying to get across.

Paul’s mission in writing this letter seems to be different from many of the letters that he wrote.  In this letter he has to guess a bit what the issues of his audience are.  What he is inspired to set out for them is a review of much of the orthodox doctrine of the Christian faith.  He wants to make sure that these people are clearly founded in the principles of Jesus Christ.  This makes his letter very useful to us.  You see, Paul doesn’t know us either. A lot of what he has to say relates directly to all Christians anywhere, anytime.

Paul opens the letter by describing himself as a “servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle...” (v.1).  For him to certify himself as a servant of Christ Jesus is important to these people.  Remember, these folks have never met Paul.  They have likely heard about him, but here they get this letter out of the blue.  Just like today there were many charlatans and false teachers.  So Paul needs to establish right up front that he is writing as a servant of God.  He says he’s writing on God’s behalf.  “I am an apostle,” he says, which means he also has the authority to teach them and warn them.  He says that he is going to explain “The message of the gospel of God that was given to me.”  In other words, he says, this is not my gospel.  This Gospel comes from God himself.  He has given it to me to tell you.  Neither is this Gospel a new one.  God has told us about it before, Paul says, but it is now revealed fully in the person of Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ, he says, (notice that this is the 3rd time Paul has referenced Jesus in only the few verses), is central to everything he is going to say in this letter.  Here is my theme; Paul says in these early verses, “It is what God has done for us through Jesus Christ and that in Him we are saved by grace through faith.”

I suspect that as these early Christians received this letter they must have been quite thrilled. They are surely anxious to have this instruction from him.  Remember, the New Testament hasn’t been written yet.  These folks have only the things they have been told about Jesus, so having this written document that they can review and ponder must be very meaningful to them.

I want you to put yourself in their place.  Think about your own experience for a minute.  Who were the people who brought the story of Jesus Christ to life in your life?  Thinking back, was it a pastor or a teacher, perhaps your parents or a friend?  Who is that somebody who is in some way the reason why you are here today?  These are likely not presuming people.  I think they were probably not successful in conveying the Gospel of Christ because they were so eloquent or charming or articulate.  Rather, their influence came from God and it was His power in them that made them effective for Him.

I once heard that the shortest will & testament ever went as follows: “Being of a sound mind, I have spent all my money.”

I hope this is what we will each be able to say to God in That Great Day.  Like good servants -like Jesus and like Paul- I hope we can say, “I’ve spent it all for you, God.  I’ve given away all that you gave to me.  There is nothing left.  Being of sound mind, Lord, I’ve spent myself in your service.”

Benediction

To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 1 Timothy 1:17.
