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Communion Meditation

It is certainly appropriate for us as Christians to frequently ask ourselves if we are good givers.  I think an equally important question to ask as we approach this Table is, “Am I a good recipient?”

At this Table we receive love and pardon and the strength of indwelling from our Lord.  Here we need to ask ourselves, “Am I a good recipient, and does it make a difference in my life?”  I hope we are good recipients of the love and power of God in our lives that is represented at this Table and that this makes such a difference in the way we live our lives that those whose lives we in turn touch feel the warmth of His love in us.

As we gather here today, let us remember that what He did at Calvary made a huge difference in our lives, and let us be thankful.

Let me read the account of Jesus’ own words as recorded in the Gospel of Matthew.

Matthew 26:26-29 - While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body.”  Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." 

Gossips and Murderers

Once again, our Scripture comes from the 1st chapter of Paul’s letter to the Romans.

Romans 1:18-32 – The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 

Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 

 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 

Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.

“Houston, we have a problem!”  

Although I’m told that these are not exactly the words that Jim Lovell spoke at that fateful moment in the Apollo 13 mission when they realized that something was seriously wrong, it seems that these words have been emblazoned on the American consciousness by actor Tom Hanks in a movie of the event. 

Here in his letter to the Romans, Paul says right up front, “We have a problem!”  This is a sin problem.  The difference is that the crew and managers of Apollo 13 were clever enough to contain and fix their problem.  Ours is not so simple.  Paul goes on to say in the rest of his letter that the sin problem is one that only God can fix.

Now remember, Paul did not establish the church at Rome.  He is writing this letter to people, most of whom he doesn’t know.  One might assume that, since they are all Christians, they already know the basic principles of the Gospel. Paul, however, is clearly not willing to make this assumption.  In this letter we will see that he is unwilling to leave even one of the foundational tenets of the Gospel to chance.  It is obvious that he figures that he needs to make sure everyone is on the same page.

I think we can safely say that Paul first addresses Gentile believers. In this passage he is speaking of what is known in theological terms as “general revelation”.  This is revelation of God that everyone on the planet can see and appreciate.  People can see in creation God's "invisible qualities -his eternal power and divine nature." (v. 20)  He says that because of this type of general revelation all people everywhere must face the fact that there is a God and that he is good and great, and should be acknowledged and honored.

Instead of acknowledging this God, however, people have ignored him and declined to appreciate all of the good things He has given to them.  They make their own gods from wood and stone and worship them instead. Why?  Because they believed that creating a likeness of their gods would give them a measure of control over their god.  They want control!  They want to call the shots, make God their servant.  That's never going to happen!  They have exchanged the truth for a lie.

Next Paul launches into a list of sins.  Take a close look at this list.  What is striking, to me, is how Paul lumps together the most heinous sins and those we consider trifling.  People spread gossip about other people, children disobey their parents, people commit murder and adultery.  All of these sins represent personal rebellion against God, a refusal to acknowledge and honor God the Creator.  People use their things, their time, their energy -they even use other people- to serve themselves!  Everyone has done this in one way or another.  I don't know why anyone would insist that this is not so.  It should be easy for us to see that we all have done wrong.  What people might object to is what Paul says next: that because of their rebellion against God all people deserve to be utterly rejected by God.  They deserve to be cut off from God’s love and grace forever. 

We did not read it this morning, but in the next chapter Paul turns to the Jewish Christians who are also members of the church at Rome.  He says, “You have received all kinds of favor and knowledge.  Not only have you got the general revelation of God in creation to consider, but you are also God's chosen people.  You have received the Law of Moses, the revelations of God's will that came through the prophets.  You were given these specific revelations that opened the plan of God’s salvation before you, and you STILL rebelled against God!  You think you’re special and enlightened, you think you can teach others; well – you need to teach yourselves!”

So, yes, Paul is pretty harsh in those first chapters.  But sin lies at the heart of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  It's the problem all people everywhere are in!  Most of us can see pretty clearly and easily that Paul is right, we are sinners, and have rebelled against God.

That being so, the question now becomes, how on earth do I get on God’s good side?  What can I do to work myself back into God's favor?  How can I become acceptable to God, and to enter the "blessed realm" of God's kingdom?

WELL!  Yes, that is where Paul is headed in his letter!  We're not going to go there today.  You'll have to come back to see what provisions God has made for us.  I will say this much, though.  God does not want people to be rejected, damned, separated from him.  So God took action.  He took radical, bold, stunning action against our problem.  He has sacrificed His innocent Son for us. That's what Paul is going to say.  That's the good news of God's wondrous plan for our salvation.

Benediction

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  2 Corinthians 13:14.

