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Communion Meditation

When we come to this Table we really are rehearsing and remembering something that happened in the past.  We are remembering and celebrating the incarnation of Jesus Christ.  We celebrate His enfleshment – God Himself became a man and took on our flesh.  We remember that Jesus lived sinlessly in service to His Father and that He submitted Himself to be condemned under the death penalty – not because of His own sin, rather He chose to take the death penalty upon Himself so that we could stand cleansed by His grace before Almighty God.

Let me take you to Matthew chapter 26 where we read these words about this Table of Remembrance.

Matthew 16:23-29 – While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." 

Good News!

This morning’s Scripture reading is from Romans chapter 3.  I have to tell you before I start this sermon that I prepared two sermons this week.  About Thursday something made me decide it just wasn’t right, so I started over.  The message I’m bringing to you today is the new one that God gave me and I hope His Spirit speaks to you in these words.

Romans 3:19-26 – "Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.  But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus."

The news – whether you get it from the radio or TV, on the internet or in a newspaper – seems to be full of tragedy.  It seems that terrible things are what make the news.  It’s all about roadside bombs, plane crashes and widespread illness.  What’s even worse is when you hear about some tragic thing that happens that was entirely preventable – perhaps a drunk driving accident or a needless suicide.  Why didn't those boaters head for shore as soon as the wind picked up, and the sky started darkening?  But no, they drowned...!  These things really tear your heart apart.

The Apostle Paul, joined by many of the other apostles, says that all of us are in peril, but something has been done about it.  This tragedy doesn’t need to happen, it's preventable.

Let me review for a minute.  The argument that Paul has made so far as he presents his understanding of the Gospel to the Christians of the church in Rome is that all people are separated from God by sin.  Gentiles (that is, non-Jews) you may not be the "chosen people," but God's power and nature are evident in creation.  Have you honored God and served God with your life?  NO!  You know you have not!  Jews, you are in the same boat.  YES, YOU!  Being the "chosen people" merely means that you have been privileged.  You have been given tremendous advantages -like having received the Law of Moses and the words of the prophets.  But what have you done with these gifts from God?  Have you obeyed God's law completely and perfectly?  NO!  So, all people are guilty of sin.  Let's admit this, and realize that we are all separated from God by our sins. Don't forget, God has standards.  He is holy, righteous, perfect.  By virtue of His nature, God cannot embrace sin.  Sin is unacceptable in His kingdom.  This puts us in a bad place.  We cannot hope to meet His absolute standards!  This hopeless picture is where we left off last week.

Here in the middle of chapter 3 Paul changes tone.  Listen!  “But,” he says “There is Good News!  A righteousness [that is innocence or guiltlessness] from God has been made known.”

Something had to be done or everyone would be lost.  The laws and ceremonies of the Old Covenant just were not sufficient.   They did give the people a chance to demonstrate remorse, but God’s justice demands that at some time payment for those sins would have to be made.  

Paul says that God took that payment upon Himself.  

This is astounding!

God Himself – in the form of The Son – took on human flesh.  He lived a perfect life and took the death penalty upon Himself and died, paying the price for our sins.  Because of this, pardon is offered to all people – if you will put your faith in Jesus Christ, if you will believe, then the very righteousness of Christ himself will be credited to you.  You will be washed clean -spotless, blameless, clothed with His pure righteousness.  In place of your old sinfulness, God will forever onward see your new, forgiven self.

Is this something you can do for yourself?  No it is not!  This is something God has to do for you.  You can never deserve it.  In spite of our guilt and rebellion against God, Christ died for us.  This, my friends, is Very Good News!  It is what Paul wants to make sure these Roman Christians are entirely clear about.

We need to hear this too.  We also are in peril of living and dying separated form the love of God. Wretched, miserable, afraid, ashamed.  It doesn’t have to be this way!  Through faith in Christ this tragedy is preventable!

Benediction

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever.  Amen – Ephesians 3:20-21 
