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Dr. Kenneth Wilbur
Advent Reading – LOVE

Generation upon generation we have passed on the story of God’s love.  Those before us have witnessed God’s miracles and we, ourselves, have seen God’s love at work in our midst.  Love is what comes to us at Christmas.  Our advent time has been about waiting.  This love is what we have been waiting for. 

We light our fourth Advent candle as a sign of God’s love for us and all the world.  God’s Light is coming, has come and will come again.  God has given us hope, peace, joy and love.  God has gone great things for us.

God of Love, Come! Live in our midst and show us Love.  Through Advent, we have prepared our hearts for the wonder of Christ.  Reveal your Light to us now.  Let us see beyond the strings of little flashing lights.  Let us see the true light of your Love.  Show us the way as we rejoice in your arrival.  In the name of Jesus, the coming Christ-child, we pray.  Amen.

Communion Meditation


Throughout this season -Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas- we think about God's gifts to us.  Sometimes we tell other people about special blessings.  There is no gift from God which is greater than the gift of life through Jesus Christ.  The bread and the cup at this table are meant to remind us that he gave his very self for us -his body and his blood.  Praise be to God!

Matthew 26:26-29 – While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom."  
You Shall Name Him Jesus

Matthew 1:18-21 – This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,[a] because he will save his people from their sins."


Christmas is about a lot of good things.  There are smiles on faces, visits with family and friends, some of whom we may not see very often.  There is giving, and receiving.  There are beautiful lights and colors.  It is festive!  Above all else, though, Christmas is about Jesus Christ.  


Who was he?  Why do we remember him?  Why does he get all this attention, veneration, devotion?  Why do many people want to be like him?  This is why the New Testament was written, to tell us about Jesus. It may seem strange to you to hear me say this, but the stories about Jesus' birth are some of the richest sources we have, if our eyes are open.


Look, for example at the people who appear in those stories.  It is no accident that the announcement of Jesus' birth by the angels was made to humble shepherds.  These were poor, unimportant, powerless people.  The typical attitude in Jesus' day would have assumed that these people were insignificant.  God doesn't care much about people like that.  If he did, they would be rich and powerful, not humble and poor.  The announcement by the angels proves that theory wrong, doesn't it?!  Jesus' later ministry is exactly to those sorts of people, too!  It's no accident that the Magi want to know about Jesus, want to pay homage to him.  The important thing about the Magi is that they are easterners.  They're GENTILES!  And to whom will the gospel of salvation in Christ be brought when the Apostles and other missionaries go forth into the world?  The Gentiles!  And here they are, right at the earliest moment in Jesus' story!  Look at King Herod, who fears Jesus and wants to destroy him.  Jesus continues to have very powerful enemies throughout his life.  


Of course, we can also look at Jesus himself.  On the one hand, he is born in humility.  His parents are ordered to register for taxation by the Roman authorities; he is born in a stable; he is hunted by Herod as a lion hunts his prey.  On the other hand, he is the royal Son of David, the long-anticipated Messiah.  Angels are sent from heaven to declare his birth to lost humanity.  Time and time again we are shown how this aspect and that aspect of Jesus' life is in fulfillment of the ancient Scriptures.


But there is perhaps no forecast within the birth narratives more important than the name he is given.  Jesus.  "Jesus," of course, is the English version of his name.  The New Testament renders it in Greek as Iesus.  But his real name was the Hebrew name, Iehoshua.  That is, Joshua.  My name, Kenneth, doesn't mean anything in contemporary English.  But Joshua actually means "The Lord Saves."  "You are to give him the name Jesus [Iehoshua, The Lord Saves], because he will save his people from their sins."


What a startling claim!  Save his people from their sins?  How is he going to do that?!  What does that mean?  What kind of forecast of Jesus' life might that be?  To find out, you have to read on past the birth narratives to Jesus' life, death and resurrection!  When you do, you find that Jesus is to become the Lamb of God without spot or blemish, the perfect sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the world.  God freely forgives those who place their faith in his obedient son.  His very name, given to him at his birth, says it all.  He will save his people from their sins!  

Benediction

To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 1 Timothy 1:17.

