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Dr. Kenneth Wilbur
Communion Meditation

As many of you know, from time to time I have acted as chair for one or another regional committee.  I’m not doing it right now, having just completed a term.  In these positions, I have long advocated for trying to be a good steward of time and resources.  One of the efficiencies I’ve encouraged is holding meetings by conference call.  It is inefficient, to say the least, to drive 3½ hours, to Lynchburg, to attend a 2-hour meeting.  However, there are times when meeting by conference call just won’t do.  Members of our important Regional Church committees sometimes need the face-to-face contact that only comes with physically being together.

It’s the same way for us when we gather here at this Table.  As fellow Christians, we also benefit from coming together.  In this quiet moment, we are one at this Table; together we draw close with Christ and we draw close with each other.  In this place we are united in One Thing – that is that we belong to Jesus Christ.  He is the One who bought us, and He has saved us.  As we come together here, we celebrate our unity together in Him.

Let us read the instructions of the Apostle Paul concerning the celebration of this Supper.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 - The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
“Commissioned”

I have seen it suggested that a new Christian may approach familiarizing himself with the New Testament by first reading one of the Gospels, then the book of Acts, then one of the letters.  Next, return to another Gospel, read the book of Acts again, and then a different letter.  Repeat again and again until he is entirely familiar with the whole thing.   Always Acts is pivotal to the reading.  We are about to embark upon a sermon series in the book of Acts.  This is the story of the birth and growth and mission of the Early Church and of how the church began to carry out its commission.  Our Scripture covers the very first verses in the book of Acts.

Acts 1:1-11 – In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 

 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 

He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11"Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."
I have titled my message today, “Commissioned”.

I just finished reading a good book, called Girl With A Pearl Earring that belongs to my daughter.  It was part of her assigned reading for a class at St. Margaret’s.  On the cover is a painting by the famous Dutch painter, Vermeer, of a 15 or 16-year-old girl.  Her head is turned so that you can see the pearl earring she is wearing.  The author of this novel has given a name to the girl and has made up a long story about how she came to be painted in this picture.  It’s an interesting story and offers insights into life in Holland at the time when Vermeer lived and painted, about 1630.  In the story, a very wealthy Dutchman commissioned the painter to paint this portrait.

Yesterday a new aircraft carrier was commissioned by the navy and named for the senior President Bush.

While the word commissioned doesn’t occur in our text today, it is appropriate to its meaning.  To commission is defined as to “Give authority to carry out a particular task or duty.”

You and I stand today beside the disciples of Jesus, commanded to carry out the task that He has commissioned us.  Jesus did not choose to do the work of church growth Himself.  Rather, we are commissioned to go forth and grow His Church.  We meet here today as a part of the present-day result of the work that was done in the book of Acts.

Jesus begins by preparing his disciples.  He does this by signs.  These things that He says and does prove to them that He has been sent from God and that He really is the Chosen One.  These signs also prove that the things He has said are true – the Kingdom of God, the time when God Himself will set all things right has come.  The Kingdom of Heaven is dawning and has dawned.

Trouble is, “this Jesus” doesn’t meet their expectations.  “This Jesus” says that He is the Suffering Servant.  This is not they have in mind! The Messiah, so they think, isn't supposed to suffer and die.  His enemies are supposed to suffer and die!  But “this Jesus” says, “You have it wrong.  The Messiah will give His life for the sins of the world.” 

Jesus also tells them plainly that there is more to do than he himself is going to do.  After his work is done, there will still be work remaining to be done!  And, he commissioned his followers to do that work.  Kingdom building is a process, and He expected them to carry on where He left off.

Jesus' commissioning of the disciples is recorded in several places in Scripture.  One is Matthew 28:19-20, Jesus commands, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you."  The commission is very obvious in these words.  Then we have the words of our Scripture, in Acts 1:8, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.  This is the plan,” He says.  “Here is your mission.  You are commissioned to carry out my command.”

He tells them that this commission is to be implemented in two phases:

1. Wait until you receive power from the Holy Spirit.  “Until then,” Jesus says, “You stay put.  Don’t try to do anything until my Spirit is with you.”

2. “Then, be my witnesses.  Start in Jerusalem, and then carry on until my kingdom fills the whole earth.”

We - you and I - are the inheritors of this Great Commission.  We have come into the Body of Christ.  He expects us to take upon ourselves this mission to go and make disciples of the entire world.

At Rappahannock Christian Church we have a mission statement about what it is that we see ourselves accomplishing, and how we should fit into this plan.  This document is rather long and involved and it needs to be updated periodically to keep pace with our current situation.  But our main source and resource for the message and what God expects of us is found in the New Testament.

We are commanded to spend our lives establishing and growing God’s kingdom.  Notice that the Kingdom of God is a spiritual entity.  In His Kingdom, everything and everyone is “of God” and it’s all “unto God”.  This is a critical point for us to keep in mind.  We must ask ourselves, “Am I ‘of God’?”  Jesus says we have to be born again of the Spirit or we are not “of God”.  Have you received Jesus Christ as your savior?  Have you been born of God?  If not, I urge you to accept Him into your life this very moment.

We also must ask ourselves, “Am I truly ‘unto God’?  Am I fully devoted to Him?  Do I look for ways to further His kingdom's growth in the earth?  God has a job for you to do.  His Church needs your energy, it needs your time and it needs the skills you can bring.

Coming up, I offer you two ready-made opportunities to participate in this Kingdom-building.

1. We have Operation Inasmuch, which is going to be held in April again.  On this community workday, we will work side by side with other Christians throughout the community to show God’s love to those who may have no other way of feeling it.  This is not only a worthy project; it will bless you as you participate in it.

2. Your second opportunity will come in the form of a Bible Study that we will be undertaking for Lent.  This is a study entitled, Unbinding The Gospel.  You will have a study guide and assignments for each week of Lent.  This study is designed to help you realize what God has done in your life and to become more comfortable in talking with others about it.

However you choose to participate, God is calling you to seek and find the design that He has for you.  You are His property and He has commissioned you to serve in His Church.
Benediction
To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever.  Amen.   1Timothy 1:17
