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Communion Meditation

In the book of Joshua we are told how, after taking the land of Canaan, Joshua led the Children of Israel in a renewal of their covenant with the Lord.  In Joshua 24 we read how he called all of the people together, and he started out in a rather odd way.  He reminded them of how God had chosen them and led their fathers and of the mighty things He had done for them, but then he said, “‘You are not able to serve the Lord, for He is a holy and jealous God.’  But the people replied, ‘No, we are determined to serve the Lord.’  ‘You are accountable for your decision,’ Joshua said.  And they replied, ‘Yes, we are accountable.’…So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, committing them to a permanent contract between themselves and the Lord.” (Joshua 24:19-25)  These people were already in covenant with God, but God, through Joshua, felt it was important to renew the covenant.

Here, we are celebrating the New Covenant that God made with us through Jesus Christ.  Each time we come to this Table we should be not only celebrating, but also renewing our covenant.

Here we remember the great things Our God has done for us.  We remember His offering.  We remember that He alone has saved us.  We remember all of His benefits.  And we remember that we have responsibilities to act as His hands and His feet.  He has commissioned as His own ambassadors.  All of this is in view as we meet at His Table.

Let me read you to you about this celebration from Matthew 26:

Matthew 26:26-29 - While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body."  Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom." 

The Pentecost Plan

Our Scripture today tells the story of the Holy Spirit coming on the Day of Pentecost.  We’re only going to read a little bit of the story.  If you get a chance, you really should read the whole story in Acts chapter 2.

Acts 2:1-4 – When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Is it possible to be too well organized?

I say yes!

There is an occasion that comes to my mind.  It was before we ever moved here.  Kathy and I were members of a church up in Massachusetts.  An army chaplain attended church there, and one year he was put in charge of a pancake breakfast we were going to have.  The meal was to begin at 8:30 AM.  He had us get there at 5 AM!  He wanted to be so sure we would be ready. Well, we were ready, but it was awful!  The pancakes were all cold and hard because they had been cooked several hours earlier.  We were too organized.  It would have been better if people had had to wait a minute or two to get their pancakes hot off the grill.

Most of the time, however, being too organized is not the problem.  Many people just don’t know how to organize.  Usually, if you don’t have a plan the work is going to go wrong, and it will probably have to be done over.  You need a plan and a strategy for any kind of project that you set out to do.

This is what we have been given in the book of Acts.  I believe god inspired Acts to be written so that we could look at this story to get some clues about how we are to go about doing the task that we are commissioned to do.

I believe that all of us are commissioned to be missionaries.  Missionaries don’t only go to foreign lands.  As missionaries, we are supposed to be engaged in the mission of the Church.

So the question is:

· How should we go about this task?

· How can we best strategize and plan?

Jesus is the One who has sent us, and I believe that God gives us all the power and resources that we need to succeed at this task.  Jesus says, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be my witnesses.” (Acts 1:8)

Jesus commissioned us for our task, but He never outlined a specific strategy.  Jesus never said, “Here is how I want you to do it: 1)…2)…3)…”  I think that’s a good thing because each generation must ask themselves how, in this place and in this time, with these people are we to accomplish our task?  We are commissioned and given the freedom to develop a strategy to approach our own time and culture in our own way, and we are given the Holy Spirit to help us in doing that.

The book of Acts does give us some ideas, however.

Now, in some ways our situation is very different from the one the Early Church faced.  Today, the Church has been in existence for more than 2000 years.  Our country is a Christianized nation.  Most people have heard of Jesus Christ.  On the other hand, there are many unchurched people around us.  Many people really don’t know the story of God's salvation in Christ.  Our society, for whatever reason, has moved away from religion.  There is a good chance that many of the people you meet day in and day out do not have a regular church home.

So the mission is here for us, just as it was for the Early Church in the book of Acts.  The question we have to ask is, “How do we approach our mission?”

In the story of the Day of Pentecost, we see that the Holy Spirit led the early believers in a 2-fold strategy.  This was a strategy of first doing, and then speaking.  Both of these are necessary for us to take into consideration as we strategize about how to do our mission.

When the Holy Spirit came upon them at Pentecost, the disciples immediately began speaking in tongues and the people who were gathered in Jerusalem from all over the world were amazed because each of them heard the disciples speaking in his own language.  “How can this be?” they asked, “What’s happening?”

Then Peter stands up and explains it to them.  He says, “These people aren’t drunk!  And by the way, let me tell you about Jesus.  That will explain everything.”  The same thing happens in Acts 3 when Peter and John heal the crippled man.  They heal the man, everyone is amazed and then, while he has their attention, Peter takes this opportunity to preach a sermon.  Jesus does this too, all throughout His ministry.  It is a pattern: do something noteworthy to get people’s attention and then tell them about God.

Once you have people’s attention, there are 2 things you can say.

· You can say “Let me tell you my own story…”  You may tell about how you came to know Jesus, perhaps what God is teaching you in your life right now, or what a comfort it is to have Him to lean on.

· Or you may choose to say something more theological.  You might say, “Don’t you know that Christ died for you?  Don’t you know that you are welcome in His kingdom because He has purchased you?  Do you know that you can come to God through Jesus Christ?

In this way you can explain the gospel to those you encounter.

Once more, let me remind you of the two events that go hand in hand that we are going to have this spring.

· Operation Inasmuch – where you will have an opportunity to do a kindness in the name of Jesus Christ.

· And our Bible study called Unbinding the Gospel in which you will have a chance to explore what God has done in your life and if you are given a chance to speak to someone you will have some ideas of what to say.

I know that all of us have heard the old saying, “If you want something done right, do it yourself.”  Well, God doesn’t say that.  God chooses us to do His work.

This reminds me of the story of a group of salesmen who had been at a convention all week, and now they were hurrying through the airport in order to catch their plain and get home to their families.  In their haste, one of them knocked against a table where a young girl was selling fruit.  The table fell, and the apples and oranges scattered all over the place.  The salesmen, being in a big rush to get to their plane, hurried on without stopping.  At last, one of the guys turned back.  “Go on,” he told his fellows, “I’m going back to help that girl.  I’ll just have to catch a later plane.”  He turns around and makes his way to where the young girl is, obviously bewildered, trying to find her produce.  Quickly sees that the child is blind.  No one else has stopped to help her either.  She stands there helpless with her fruit scattered all over the floor and the hurrying crowd seething around her.  The man bends and helps the girl retrieve her goods.  Then he hands her a couple of large bills to cover the damages that have been caused.  At long last, he turns to find another plane.  As he walks away from the girl, the child calls after him, “Sir, are you Jesus?”

Do people mistake you for Jesus?  They should.  Our lives should so exemplify His love that people will know that we belong to Jesus.  When this is so, you will sometimes be given an opportunity to say a word for Him.

Benediction

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that thy way may be known upon the earth, thy saving power among all nations.  Psalm 19:14

