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Dr. Kenneth Wilbur
Communion Meditation

Some of us gave or received flowers or candy yesterday for Valentine’s Day.  This is the special day of the year when our thoughts turn to human love, especially the love between a man and a woman.

This year, Valentine’s Day made me think of us coming to this Table today.  Here we celebrate the greatest expression of love that ever was.  In his Gospel, John tells us, “Greater love hath no man than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”  That is what Jesus did for us.  Knowing that we are burdened with sin, he laid down His life and paid our penalty so that we can have eternal life.

So, it is just great to celebrate human love, but even more so to celebrate the sacrifice of our Lord so that we can live forever with Him.  Here in Matthew’s Gospel we read about what He told us.

Matthew 26:26-29 – While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom. 

Salvation Reaches Out – Guest Speaker, Mr. Fred Dant

Mr. Dant is an Elder in the Phillippi Christian Church in Deltaville, VA.

He has just completed a preaching workshop for laymen.  His sermon today is the last assignment for this workshop.

Acts 10:1-16 – At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment. He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, "Cornelius!" 

Cornelius stared at him in fear. "What is it, Lord?" he asked. 

The angel answered, "Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God. Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea." 

When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout soldier who was one of his attendants. He told them everything that had happened and sent them to Joppa.

About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air. Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat." 

"Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean." 

The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call anything impure that God has made clean."  This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven. 

In Acts 10 we find God giving the command for a great missionary principle.  Today I would like to take a look at how it all started and what is God’s plan.

This story tells how God used a Jew and a Gentile to change the world.  There was a natural score between these two races.  God chose two men, a Jew and a Gentile to break down this dividing wall and He gave a vision to each of them.

The first was a Roman Centurion, the commander of 100 men in the army.  He was also a godly man.  In his vision he saw an angel who told him that God was pleased with his good works.  He was instructed to send for a man named Simon Peter and told where to find him.

Simon Peter had also been specially chosen by God.  In Matthew we read where Jesus said that Peter would be the foundation of His church and that he would be give the keys to the Kingdom.  For Peter, one of the keys was to show that ALL men were now acceptable to God.
In our Scripture, we see Peter go up to the rooftop at noontime.  There he falls into a trance.  Three times he sees the same thing.  Three times a sheet filled with all sorts of unclean animals is brought up and down.  Three times Peter is commanded to eat of it.  He refuses.  “No, I have never eaten anything unkosher, and I never will,” he says.  Then God rebukes him.  He says, “Peter, what I have made clean, you must never call profane or unclean.”  God tells him that, from now on, anything He says is okay really is okay.

This was a drastic change of directions for Peter.  It makes you think about what had been called unclean.

The visit of the angel is repeated three times in Acts 10.  Then the delegation from Cornelius comes.  Peter goes with them and the Roman Centurion invites Peter into his home.  Peter goes in and eats with him.  This has been unheard of.  Gentiles do not invite Jews to eat in their homes, and Jews do not eat with Gentiles.

But Peter seems to accept that it is the dawning of a new era in which all people are now accepted of God.  You can now be friends with anyone.  You can speak to anyone about the Lord.  You can go out of your way even to speak to strangers.

You should try this someday.  Try it in a hospital waiting room.  Just go and sit in a hospital waiting room with a Bible.  Sit there and read quietly, and see how long it is before God brings a stranger to your side.  This is a wonderful experience.  There are folks in that room who need the encouraging words He has given you to say.  They need you to pray with them.  He will definitely send them to you.

When Peter arrived at Cornelius’ home, he had followers with him.  Cornelius had gathered his family and friends, as well.  Cornelius prostrates himself before Peter, but Peter will have none of it.  “Get up,” he says, “I am a man, just like you.”  Peter points out that they know it is unlawful for Jews to mingle with Gentiles, but “God has shown me that I should consider no one unclean.”  Now we’re all the same.  Nothing matters now, except that all people come to know God.

The Holy Spirit descends on these new believers just as He descended on the disciples at Pentecost.  The people who are with Peter are astonished.  Clearly, if these Gentile people are good enough for the Holy Spirit, they must also be good enough for us.

What about here at Rappahannock Christian Church?  Are all kinds of believers welcome here?  Would you welcome a teenager who is covered with tattoos and piercings?  What about an openly gay couple?  Would you make them comfortable?  Are Jesus and the Holy Spirit the arbitrators of what is acceptable for you, or do you have some other way to decide?  If even unclean animals are clean now, what does that mean about unclean men?  What about each of us?  Are we not, of ourselves, also unclean?  But God, in His mercy, has made us clean.  Should we not extend this same grace to all of His children?
Benediction

Now may the God of peach who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory forever and ever.  Amen.  Hebrews 13:20-21
